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I mean, would be the case of a manl who
had lost anl eye.m One man might lose
anl eye and( be back again at work in the
course of three weeks. I know of a manl
who lost anl eye and was back at wvork
in three wveeks, and I know of another
who was not back in the sixth wveek.
To say that a man should only
receive half wvages during that time is
an injustice apparent to nil, and what
we propose is this: if anl injured man
desires to take advantage of the schedule
he should receive the amount provided
for there.

Eon. J. F. Cullen: Where is the power
to put him off on half wvages?

Hon. J. E, DODD (Honorary Mlin-
ister) There is no power p)rovided. The
man Iwas referring- to wvent back to
work in three weeks, but wvent hack with-
out anyv advice. anti lie received 30s. for
the loss of anl eyve. No doctor would have
given him a certificate, and he wvent back
because lie had received no advice, andi
di d not understand.

Hort. R. J. Lynn; Did he sign clear
for thle 30s.1

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Min-
ister) :He signed off. Going back to
the case of a mnail who looses a finger,

lie may lose that finger and still there
may be some other injury in connection
with the loss of that finger which may
keep him off. work altogether.

Hov. W. Kingsmnill: He might get
blood poisoning.

Hold. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) :Yes. In that case it is unfair, and
the manl should only get compensation
according to the Second Schedule. I do
not think that there is much more that I
nieed explain in the Bill, except, per-
haps Clause 7 which Provides for a sys-
temn of compulsory insurance. There is
a proviso that the clause shall not come
into operation until such time as may be
fixed by proclamation. The object is
that it would not be right to insist onl
any policy of compulsory insurance un-
til we have a State Insurance Depart-
menit.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: Why insert the
clause at all at this stage then?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ltr) :It may be obviating another
amendment of the Act later on. What I
wvan t to point out is that a number of
employers do not insure, and some of
them are only men of straw. It has
been reported to us freely that several
employees have been debarred from get-
ting compensation by reason of the fact
that the employers do not insure, and had
not sufficient funds to meet the amount
of compensatioii. Recently a Bill was
carried through the Parliament in Victoria
providing that there should be a system
of compulsory' insurance. I do not think
there is anything else I need explain.

Imove--
That the Bill be now read ai second

time.

Onl motion by Hon. Sir E. H. Witte-
Bloom, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.
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OBI1TUARY-H-ON. C. A. PIESSE,
LETTER IN REPLY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received a
letter from the widow of the late Hon.
C. A. Piesse, which I shall read to lion.
]menibers. It is as followsc: -

"Cintramia," Wagin, 27th July,
1914. The Hon. the Speaker, Legis-
lItive Assembly, Perth. Dear Sir-On
behalf of myself and tbii members of
thle family, I desire, Mr. Speaker, to
sincerely thank you and the members
of the Legislative Assembly for the
marked sympathy shown in our recent
sad berea vement. We all greatly ap-
preciate thle resolution passed by the
Legislative Assembly placing onl record
its recognition of the services rendered
thle State by my late hunsband. Yours
sincerely, Flora E. L. Piesse.

PAPERS PR ESENTED.

By the Attorney General: Amendment
to Regulation 38 (c.) of the Education
Department.

By thle Minister for Railways: Papers
in conniectiun with Hugh M1eLeod's sus-
;'eiision, dismissal, appeal. and reinstate-
nient in the railway service of the State.

QUE STIO--7YORKC HOTEL,
DANGIN.

Air. DWYER asked the Premtier: L.
Hias his attention been directed to the
following news item appearing in the
issue of the Plastern Districts Chronicle
of 26th June :-"Sale of the York Hotel,
-The sale onl behalf of the estale of the
late M r. MW. J. Monger has been effected
through Mr. Kenneth Edwards of the
York Hotel, the purchaser being Mr. J.
S& W. Pairker. of flangin. The figutre
was a satisfactor y one ....." 2. Is
hie aware that the J. S. W. Parker men-
tioned in the said news item is the well-
kno-wn temperance and teetotal advocate?
3, Is hie aware that the Dangin mentioned
is a private townsite, the property of the
said J. S. W. Parker, an-d situate about
five miles fromt the Government townsite
of Quairading? 4, Is he aware that the
blocks of land of the Dangin towusite,
sold by Mr. Parker, have been subject to

mhe restriction that the purchasers mnust
not apply for any license uinder the
Licensing Act, and consequently Mfr.
iParker hiimself is the only one who can
so apply? 5, Is lie aware that the said
YTork hotel has been purchased by INIr.
Parker with the object of applying to thle
York licensing bench for permission to
transfer the publican's general license
fromn that hotel to the Temperance hotel
erected and owned by him at Danginq 6,
Is rhe said Mr. Kennurh Edwards men-
tionied in the news item identical with the
member of the York licensing- bench of
the seine namie? 7, Will lie cause thle
app~lication for transfer of license re-
ferred to in question 6 to be opposed?

The MITNISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Premier) replied: 1.. Yes. 2, 1. have
110 knowledge of 11r. Pake' views. 3.
The t ownsite of Dangin was a private
subdivision by the original owner of- thle
land (Mr. Parker), but cannot now be
called a "private townsite." 4, No such
restrictions appear on the transfers of
this land. 5, No . hot if so it is assumed
that any action taken will he in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Licensing
Act. 6. inquiryv wilt be made. A personi
who, as a paid agent. negotiates the sale
of licensed p-rmises wuould seem to hie
disqualified by Section 10 to act as a
member of the court. 7! The matter will
receive consideration.

QUEPSTION-STATE HOTEL,.
DAL'WALJINTT.

11r. MOORE asked thie Premier: 1, Is
it no0t the intention of the Government to
erect a State hotel at Dalxvahlinn onl the
)'Val izn-Mul lewa railway 9 2. If so,
when wvill they cv om-mence the building?

The MiINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Premier) replied: 1 and 2, The matter
is under con sideratlion.

QUESTION-LAND RE-CLA SSIFTCA-
TION BOARD.

Mr. MOORE asked the lkinister for
Lands: When wvill lie place on the Table
of the House the report of the reclassifies-
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tioa board promised oil thle 2nd July
last?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: I hope to lay the report, together
with myv recommendations to Cabinet and
Cabinet decision, onl the Table of the
Il-iise to-morrow.

QUESTI.ON-GRANT FOR PARKS.

Air. AlcDO WALL asked the Treasurer:
I, How does lie reconcile his answer that
£f1875 has been paid a"way on parks and
gardens with thle following letter, dated
6th April, .1014, from .the Under"Treas-
urer:-"Reply)ing to your letter of the
3Ird just, .1 beg to inform you that the
town clerk w'as advised onl thle 5th uliti mo
that in consequence of the state of the
finances, grants of this nature have been
suspended for the present." Also with
this lelter from the Assistant Under
Treasurer, date 6th June, 1914:- (a.)
"In repl -y to your inquiry re grunts to
parks and gardens, I beg to inform you
that no grants have been made for the
gardens this year.- in the metropolitan
area. (b.) The item of expenditure men-
tioned, viz., £1,788, onl the published re-
turn for Mlay refers to the expenditure
for eleven months of this financial year
on Government gardens."' 2, Were there
any special circumstances connected with
thle grants paid?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Colonial Treasurer) replied: 1, The
amount of f2.875 was paid prior to the
decision of thec Government (19/12/13)
not to make any further grants for the
present pending the remodelling of the
conditions under which such grants are
made. 2, The grants to the Ring's Park
Board and Monger's Lake are annual
grrants to boards controlling wvhat are con-
sidered national parks. The payment
to the Point Walter Reserve is in the
nature of anl agreement made with the
Melville Park Roads Board when theyv
took over control. The others, Nannup,
Kalgoorlie Roads Board, Foundry Re-
serve, and Kanowna were in accordance
with promises given duiring the previous
financial year. As previously explained.

when the conditions are remodelled the
amounts withheld for last financial year
wvill be made available to the authorities
ia whose favour they were gr~anted, by

anl a(Iditional Vote onl this year's Esti-
atecs.

QUESTION--RAILWAY SATES
FERTILISERS.

ON

Kr. GEORGE asked the A'iinister for
Railways: What is the rate per ton for
agr-icultural manures chiarged by the
Western Australian Glovernment Rail-
wayvs, South Australian Governmeiit Rail-
ways. Victorian Government Railways,
New South Wales Goverinent Railways.
and Queensland Government Railways for
100. 200, and( 300 miles?

The MINISTER FOR1 - RAILWAYS
replIied: W esterni Australian Government
Railways. 100 miles, Ss. 4d. per ton; 200
miles, 10s. 5d. per ton; 800 miles, 12s.
6d. per ton. The rates charged in the
oilier States can doubtless be obtained
from the departments controlling their
railways.

QUESTION-RAILWAY FREIGHT
.RATES, INQUIRIES.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has he given instructions
to the Railway Department that inquiries
from menibers of this House in reference
to freight rates cannot be replied to by
the department direct butl must pas
through thie Minister's office? 2, If so,
will he give his reasons for this pro-
cedureq

Th~e MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1. Instructions have never been
issued by me, bilt in compliance with
those issued by ' MAr. Rason, when Premier
of this State, and which, so far as I
know. have been carried out ever since,
a request by the hion. member concerning
freight rates was submitted for my con-
sideration. As this would involve a re-
turn covering the railways of the other
States, and was admittedly required for
the use of delegates attending a political
party conference, the lion, member was
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advised to make application direct to
my office. 2, Because it is not the duty
of railway officers to provide the hon.
member with information concerning the
railways of the other States.

Mr. George: It ought to be; that is
all I1 can say.

QUESTION-WVANDOO SLEEPERS.
Air. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Mfini-

ster for Railways: 1, Is hie aware that the
Comptroller of Railway Stores is offering
only 2s. 3d. per sleeper, inclusive of roy-
alty, for wandoo sleepers at Darkan and
Rowelling sidings? 2, Will lie have this
price increased to a more reasonable
figure, in view of the value of Avandoo
sleepers to tile Railway flepartment? 3,
If not, whly not7

The MINISTER FOR RAIL'WAYS
replied : 1, Orders for small quantities
of wandoo sleepers haove been placed
from time to lime at 2s. 3d. per sleeper
alongside railway line, inclusive of roy-
alty. 2. It is considered that price offered
is reasonable, Provided sleepers have not
to be carted anyv considerable distance.
3. See answver to No. 2.

QUUSTION-Bt'NBURY ThARI3OUR
IMPROVEMENT.

Air. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Works; Does lie propose to allow the
various schemes for the improvement of
the Bunibury hiarbour to be considered by'
the local authorities and people of Bunl-
bury before final decision is made?

The INISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Had the hon. member devoted
closer attention to his Parliamentary
duties hie would know that thle muember
for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) some
time back arranged for the Minister for
Works to met the Bunbury Harbour
Board, and subsequently the people gen-
erally, in order that the harbour exten-
sion scheme as adopted by the Govern-
ment should be discussed and clearly win-
derstood. As a result of these meetings
the proposals wvere unanimously ap-
proved and the Government commended
for the attention they had given the
miatter.

QUESTION- -POLICE OFFICERS IN
GOVERNMENT QUARTERS.

Me. ' B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mnier: 1, Is it a fact that police officers
occupjying Government quarters tire being
called onl to pay the charges of Local
Boards of Health thereon? 2, If so, will
lie have such charges paid by the depart-
ment in future?

The M1INISTER FOR LANI)S (for
the Premier) replied: 1, Police officers
and constables in occupation of quarters
have for the last 25 years, if not longer.
paid the sanitary charges in respect of
their quarters, thle only exception being
that recentl y in districts where the san-,
tarv rates have been levied uinder the
HealthI Act upon thle owner, then the
Government has hand to pay. 2, No.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Onl motion by 'Mr. UNDERWOOD

(Pillbara) leave of absence for two weeks
granted to the member for Roebourne

(M.Gardiner) onl the grounds of urgent
private business.

PAPERS-RAILWAY THE EGULII-
TIES, CASE OF HUGH 'McLEOD.

On motion by 'Mr. PRICE (Albany)
ordered: That there be laid onl the table
the whole of the papers in connection
with Hugh _Mlcteod's suspension, dismis-
sat, appeal, and reinstatement in the
Railway service of thle State.

The Minister for Railways then laid
[le papers onl the table.

BTI RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.

fit Committee.
Resumed fromt Thursdav'. the 23rd

Jul ' : Mr. Mlotyall in th Chair, the
Miinister for Wiorks in charge of time Bill.

Honl. J. NIPTCHELL: Is the Minister
for Works prepared to recommit Clause
14?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
wvas my purpose to recommit the Bill
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for the purpose of considering Clauses
14 and 17, hut I have just been informed
by -Mr. Speaker that that cannot be done
because it is against the Standing Orders.
II reg-ret this. I was particularly anxious
to finish the Bill. If everybody would
agree, however, we might possibly suis-
pend the Standing Orders in order that
we mighlt get on with these two clauses.
I would like the House to agree to that
if possible. It would enable us to get
the Bill sent on to another place. That
was the intention of the House. '1
think the better course would be to deal
with the hon. gentleman's new clause, and
report to the House, see if we cannot get
the Standing- Orders suspended, and then
if they are suspended deal with Clauises
14 and 17.

Hion. J. MITCHELL: I mnove-

That a new; clause be inserted to
stn d as Clause 26, as follows :-Not-
wuithstanding anything in this port of
this -lct contoined to the contrary-
(a ) The bed of any lake, lagoon,
stramp, or marsh situated on land here-
tofore or hereafter alienated by thie
C rowan, and declared by this Ielet to be
deemied to have remained or to remai .n
i/he property of the Crown, shall -not
exceed in width the width of the water-
course at its inlet. to or outlet from such
lake, lagoon, swamp, or marsh; and (b)
This port of this Act shall not apply to
lte bed, of any lake, lagoon, swvamp,
or mnarsh situated on the land hereto-
fore ov hereafter alienated by the
Crown, and cudtivated either 'wholly or
in part at any timne during the 'ijear. or
capable of being drained and culti-
vated.

I do not know that it is necessary to
discuss the clause. Hun. members will
see exactly what it refers to, and will
remember that we discussed this clause at
considerable length last year. I do not
know why it has not found a place in, the
Bill this year. I understand, however.
that it was rejected by another place. The
fact that it has niot found a p)lace in the
present Bill makes it necessary that it
should be accepted again. I do not know

whether the Minister requires the clause
to be discussed any further.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
lion, member for Northamn moved this
clause last year. 'When lie did so 1 ex-
pressed the opinion that it was super-
fluous in view of the definite definition
which was printed in the Bill, I then
adopted the course that if, after being
unable to convince the hion. gentleman
that there was sufficient safeguard in the
Bill, I Would accept the clause. It was
then submitted to another place and de-
leted. I do not know why it was left out.
I would like to point out that I have
again nsulted the Parliamentary Drafts-
man, who has expressed the opinion that
the clause is suiperfinuos. Still, there is
no harm in it, although tihe Crowvn Solici-
tor thinks it is superfluous. I do not
intend again to try to convince the lion.
member. It is only) a small matter, and
I do not propose to oppose it. I there-
fo re,. with these remarks, agree to the
new clause.

New clause pitt and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: I
understand, according- to the information
I have received front. Mr. Speaker, that
wre have first to report the Bill, and that,
on the report, we can recommit the Bill..
Mr. Speaker takes tip the attitude that the
Bill having been amended we cannot re-
counnit until another sitting. I take it
we have to report to the House anti re-
commit, and that we may proceed with
the Bill if we suspend the Standing
Or-ders so as to overcome the difficulty
wvhichi has been pointed out by Mr.
Speaker.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

Standing Orders Sus pension.

Trhe M'TNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W.T D. Johnson-Guilulford) [4.55] : M-r.
Speaker. when the Bill was under dis-
cussion iii Committee at the last sitting
there were certain hon. members who
drew attention to one or two clauses in
the Bill, and it was agreed that we would
allow them to pass on the understanding
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that I gave the House another opportu-
nity of discussing them this afternoon.
As you have already pointed out, Sir,
it is in the circumstances against the
Standing Orders to recommit for the pur-
pose of considering these clauses.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You can recom-
mit if the Standing Orders are suspended.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
can do so if the House will permit. I
therefore move-

That so muck of the Standing Orders
be suspended as to permit of the re-
committal of the Bill immediately.
Mr. SPEAKER: I ask hon. members

to divide, as in a case of this sort the
vote of an'absolute majority is required.

Bells rang.
Mr. SPEAKER: I declare the motion

for the suspension for the Standing
Orders carried.

Becomittal.
On motion by the Minister for Works

Hill recommitted for the farther con-
sideration of Clauses 14, 17, and 62.

In Committee.
Mr. Meflowall in Chair, the -Minister

for 'Works in charge of the Bill.
Clause 14-Ordinary riparian right de-

fitted:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
clause deals with the question of recog-
nising, to an extent-a limited extent,
possibly-Tiparian rights. The Bill aims
at securing to the Crown all riglits in
natural waters, bitt we are dealing with
those owvners who own land abuttinge on
a stream, and, in order to give them some
little consideration we. have adopted the
course pursued in other parts of the
world, and in the Eastern States, of
recognising the rights to a certain extent.
I am prepared to admit that the clause
aims at limiting the use of water. Some
members state that it limits the rights of
reducing or of marketing certain products
produced from the soil, 'but that is not
the object of the clause; it is to limit the
free use of water. To-day there is no
such thing as the free use of water unless
one can use that water without appreci-

ably depreciating thle flow of the stream.
The member for Swan read into the
clause the word "confiscation," but there
is no such thing in law as the free use
of the water by any individual unless he
can have it without injuring another.
We are not takiug anything away, but
giving the absolute right so long as it
does not interfere wfth anyone else's
right. Under the clause we give a person
absolutely the right, free from any in-
junction. We say, "you shall have the
right Io use a given quantity of water."
WVe do not say absolutely in the clause
that it shall be limited for domestic use
or for the watering of stock and the
irrigating of a garden only, but we say
above that provided in Clause 14 it shall
be subject to a license. The object of
issuing the license is to see that no one
at the top of the stream can take more
than is fair to the man at the lower end
of the stream. We must license if we are
to control, and it is necessary to control.
The clause is more liberal than similar
sections in other Acts in Australia. In
the Queensland Act the free use of the
water is only given to land alienated be-
fore the passage of the Act. In Victoria,
after they passed their Act ia 1395 they
gave the right in almost similar wording
to that of our clause, to three acres, but
the irrigation portion only applied to laud
alienated previous to 1886. Therefore,
when we place the provision in our Bill
we are going furt-her than either Queens-
land or Victoria. and going further than
any similar Act that I know of in Aus-
tralia. If we were to give the right to
use water over five acres in industrial
irrigation. we would require a very large
volume of water indeed, without having
regard to land that may be abutting on
the stream. if we give free water for
five acres as far as. T am concerned the
Bill is no good, because we would be giv-
ing to some that which in some years we
could not supply, and doing more for
those at the top of the stream than those
lower down, and, further, doing an abso-
lute injustice to those lower down the
stream, also we would he doing more than
the law permits to-day. I asked the
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engineers to work out for me some figures
bearing on the point, taking a mile front-
age, and assuming the blocks to be any-
thing between 20 to 30 acres. Taking
the average frontage to the stream at say
15 chains, and allowving the five acres out
of the 20 to 30 acres, as the case may be,
the engineers say that giving two water-
ings of two inches each watering, which
is the normal allowance, it would take
5%/_ million gallons to supply one mile.
It would never do to say that the man
at the top should get his full quota, and
that the land below should go short.

Mr. George : Could not you protect
yourself by a pro rata distribution.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is exactly what we are doing by the
licenses.

Mr. George; The gist of the question
is what they produce they carl dispose of.

The MIMTSTER FOR WORKS: If
you allow them to dispose of what they
producie and give t hem the water free, in
ordecr that they may pro(Iuce a lot, it is
reasonable to assume they will utilise
the five acres to (lie fullest extent, and if
they do that we shall have to give 5%2
million gallons for every' mile. In the
Bill of last session three acres was the
.area named. Personally I was opposed
to that, and it was only after a great deal
of persuasion, and it being pointed out
that in Victoria the Act made it three
acres that I gave way, bitt, when the Bill
reached another' place members there
raised the area from three acres to five
acres. One cannot possibly agree to al-
low five acres to be used for industrial
purposes, and go into competition with
others who have to pay for the water
because we could not give them the quail-
tity of water.

MTr. George: This is compensation for
(ie rights they have.

The AlINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not prepared to admit that. There is no
such thing as ownership in water. We are
following the precedent of Victoria, and
to show% that we are p~repared to give the
same consideration to our pleople as in
Victoria we have adopted this clause. I
do not think it is fair that the people who
have been fortunate enough to get along-

side the stream should get advantages
above throse who are not alongside the
stream.

Yr. George: They had to pay more for
their lam.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
questionable whether they have done so.
We know that they paid an increased
price in lproportion to the value given by
the free use of water. The mant who is
some distance from the stream has a dis-
advantage all the time.

Mr. George: He gets the land for less
mon Cv.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
does not apply in all cases. I would be
prepared to consider an amendment that
we limit it toL one acre, and permit them to
nse it as they like, or I am prepared to
leave it as it is so long as we limit the
use of the production for the dwelling.
The object of the limitation is to prevent
them getting free water and entering into
competition with the alan who has to pay
for it. That is not done in any other part
of Australia, and consequently we cannot
agree to it so far as this Bill is concerned.

Mr. GEORGE: The object I had was
to obtain some definite announcement with
regard to the five acres. We all knowv the
position in Western Australia to-day, that
if a man wants a piece of ground, one of
the vital considerations hie has to calculate
u1pon is whether hie will have wvater for
the v'arious purposes connected with the
farm. Land where there is a paucity of
wvater docs not fetch anything like the
price of land which h~as streams running
through it. I am satisfied that those wvhom
1 rei-tresent. and who are mainly affected
by this qutestion hold the view distinctly
that having given an extra price for their
land on account of its advantages with
regard to water. that the five-acre busi-
ness was intended as some sort of corn-
pensation for the taking away of their
other rights.

The Minister for Works: It is Clause
17 which applies in your case.

Mr. GEORGE: My;. case is not affected.
The MAinister for Works: Well, the case

of your constituents. Thley will come
tinder Clause 17.

Yr. GEORGE: This matter will prove
hard on the people higher uip the stream
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and who happen to have a larger area of
ground. A man must be allowed to use
the water for any purpose whatever, pro-
vided that by its use the neighbours are
not robbed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is the position. The clause limits the
quantity of water by saying, you shall
only produce what you require for your
own dwelling. The object is that a man
shall get more water by license.

Mr. George: How will the Minister
draw, lie line between free water and the
water obtained by license?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
will be regulations, and he shall declare
the five acres hie will Mse in connection
with his dwelling.

Mr. George: Then be will not be able to
grow stuff to feed his stock.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
wvould not like to go to that extent.

iMr. George: I do not know where it is
going to end.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ain
not prepaired to go to the extent of three
acres, because I caninot guarantee the sup-
ply of water.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister has gone
back onl what we understood in the pre-
vious Bill. The point was made before,
that whereas the Government were tal-ing
possession of these waters they) did not
propose to rob the people (I do not use
the word in an offensive way) and they
were going to give them this in return.
I understand that a manl can grow cab-
bag-es, butl that lie cannot sell them, and
it is not certain whether he can grow
fodder wvith which to feed his own~ stock.

Mr. TURVEY: The objection to part
of the clause seems to me. to be that it
dictates to the owner of the land what he
shall do with his property. The Minister
proposes under this particular clause to
say to those people who have holdings
of not more than five acres along the
brooks, "You shall not sell the produce
from your holdings."

The Minister for Works: I did not say
anything of the sort.

Mr. TURVEY: I understood the Mini-
ster to say--

The Minister for Works: You want me
to give them free water to rob those lower
down.

Mr. TURVEY: The Minister presumes
that the whole of a frontage of 15 chains
would be irrigated, but the total amount
might iiot be more than a quarter of an
acre. There wvould be no objection if the
Minister were dealing only with estab-
lished irrigation works, but the Bill will
apply to the whole of the State, and the
Minister proposes to dictate to every in-
(dividual situated on the banks of a stream
what he shall do with his produce.

?Mr. George: Have not your constituents
paid more for their land because of the
water?

Mr. TURVEY: Certainly. In the Bed-
fordale Valley, anld along the Canning
River the people have paid well for their
land. Perhaps these people wvill not neced
to irrigate the whole five acres, but the
clause does not require the provision of
sufficient water to irrigate this area.

Mr. S. Stublibs: What do you suggest'?

'Mr. TtJRVEY: The Minister should
agree to an amendment removing the ob-
jectionable feature of dictating to the peo-
pe-

The Minister for Works: Reduce the
acreage.

Mr. TURVEY: The Minister is dictat-
ing as to what these people shall do with
their produce. He says it would be in-
cumbent upon him to provide sufficient
water to irrigate the five acres, but the
clause does not provide for this.

The Minister for Work-s: You argue
that the first mnail should have the pull.

Mr. TURVEY: It is not incumbent on
the Mlinister to provide sufficient water to
irrigate five acres for every* individual
fronting the stream. There is only the
right to such water as is in the water-
course, but there wvill not be sufficient for
irrigating five acres each.

The Minister for Works: The manl at
the top gets all the water, and the manl be-
low' goes without.

Mr. 'PURVEY: The Minister should
have some control, but surely he canl ob-
tain it without dictating what hbe owner
shall do with his produce. If the clause
is passed, it will mean that every orchard-
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ist in the Bedfordale Valley and on the
Canning River . and in almost every gully,
will have to take out a license. If not,
these orehardists wvill be unable to sell the
produce from their five acres. if an or-
chardist requires water to irrigate only
a quarter of an acre, lie will have to take
out a. license if he does not want the Min-
ister to dictate as to what lie shall do
,with his prodluce. How ridiculous it is
to say we shall give sufficient water free
to irrigate five acres, but that all the stuff
grown must be used in the holer's own
home!

The Minister for Works: The acreae
is wrong; it should be reduced to three
acres.

Mr. TUI{VEY: I1 have no quarrel in
regard to the acreage. but I object to the
Miinister dictating what the people shall
do with their produce.

The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause provides that owners. shall have
the right to irrigate five acres, hut it
limits their right to produce stuff which
is used in connection with their dwelling.
The lion. member wants me to say that
everyone along the creek at Bedfordale
shall have free use of water for five acres,
hut these men have not got the water
to-day, and have never had it. 1 decline
to give all the water to the first half-
dozen settlers on a stream, and to deprive
those below. The hon, member said I am
not obliged to guarantee water to all the
settlers. This is so; but the clause gives
the man at the top an absolute right to
water for his five acres and to market
what he produces, and debars the man
below from getting any water at all. To-
day a man cannot do this, and we have
heard of anl action at law wvhereby one or-
ehardist endeavoured to protect himself
against another who was taking more than
his share of the water. The hon. member
desires me to say that the men on top
shall get all and those below shall get
none, unless there is an extra quantity of
water. This is unjust, and I am sur-
prised at any hion. member suggesting
special consideration to a special fewv who
happen to have land at the top end of a
creek. The Government will not tolerate
such a suggestion. The discussion has

hinged on the ridiculousness of the clause,
in that a man shall be allowved to irrigate
five acres. and that this area shall be used
in conniection with a dwelling. On the
face of it this is ridiculous. but another
place desired that five acres should be in-
serted and, in order to get the Bill
through, I agreed to it, with the lituita-
tioji, knowing that I was under no obliga-
tion to guarantee that they shotild have
all the water for five acres, and that if
they wanted to market their produce they
wvould have to take out a license. The
clause is, as the member for Mu1krray-
Wltellington desires. Hie says that a man's
right should be recognised. We do so
under this Bill, but we arc not prepared
to recognise his right to anl extent which
will permit him to do an injury to his
neighbour. In order to recognise his
righit and protect his neighbour wve say.
that if hie goes beyond that which lie pro-
duces for his dwelling, he will have to
take out a license, and under the license
hie will be able to do whatever is piossible
with the water in the streamn. antI without
injuring his necighhour. The settlers
along the Narrogin Brook will require a
license. The object of the license is not
to raise revenue. The charge will be
nomainal, and the object is to enable us
to protect everyone along the stream.
The member for Murray-Wellington re-
ferred to the fact that this will not apply
to an owner in the ease of a -creek rising
ont his property. This is so; the owner
lies a right to the creek, until it leaves his
property, but then the Crown will con.
trol it , so that everyone shall have ani
equal opportunity to get water. I have
raised this discussion so that hon. mem-
bers will realise the position. It is wrong
to say that the five acres shall be used in
connection with a dwelling, but the Bill
will be of no use without the limitation
of the use of the water to the produce
used in connection with the dwelhin.

Mr. George: Why not let him 'have
the water in connection wish his land, in-
stead of dwelling?

The MIYIrSTER FOR WORKS: The
quantity of water must be limited, other-
wise there would not he enough. Tf hion.
members desire, I1 will limit the area to
one acre. At Bunhury I inade it plain
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that I wanlt(] not give free wvater to any-
one who would come into competition
with another paving for water. 1. desire
Clause 14 to be fralmed iu such a way as
to apply to the Bedfordnle district and
to give control to issue licenses, so that
justice wvill be dlone to all along the
st ream. I am preiared to accept the
ameiidint reducing the five acres to one
acre; but if lion, members wvant more
than one lcre, then I cannot agrree to any
deletion of thle limitation.

'i[r. TAYLOR: The Minister has em-
phasised the necessity for the power to
issue licenses, and hie has indicated that
the power should be exercised when a set-
tler trrowvs onl five acres products for the
market. The momenit that an attempt is
made by a settler to turn the land to pro-
ductive and profitable use, and to make
a living off it-

The Minister for Works: To the detri-
ment of his neighdbours.

Nlr. TAYLOR :That is the point I am
coming to. Thme Minister sayvs lie desires
the power to issue li censes for the pur-
pose of protection. Where is the protec-
tion if each of the settlers along a small
stream has a license for five acres, unless
thme Minister is going to dole out the wvater
by means of a panaikin, so to speak9
Hle has told us that this power is to be
found in all the Irrigation Acts of the
Australian States; but 1 find that under
the Queensland Act of 1910 landholders
have the right of waterfall, limited to 10
years, and that as regards the live acres,
if they. had the land even under process
of alienation whlen the Bill was; intro-
duiced, they could claim as if thie land
belonged to them before the passing of
the Act. Now, if there are 50 settlers on
a short brook, and each of them pays a
license fee of 5is., while there is not suffi-
cient water to serve the whole of those
50 settlers to the fall development of
their five-acre blocks, themn the Minister
proposes to limit them. The hon. gentle-
man states that he will not allow the man
at the top of the brook to have an ad-
vantage over the man at the bottom. in
this respect. Licensing, howvever, w'ill not
protect anyone in this regard unless thme
IMinister devises a system for measuring

out an equal quantity of water to each
settler. This Bill is to govern the whole
of Western Australia from end to end,
and therefore the meaning of the lirovi-
signl seems to be that throug-hout Western
Australia five acres will grow only suffi-
cient produce to keep one household.
That is absolutely' what this provision of
the Bill conveyvs.

Thie Minister for Works: You are ad-
vocating the claims of the Legislative
Coun cii. The Council inserted this pro-
vision; not the tim ft swan.

Mr. TAYLOR : But the 'Minister is re-
sponsible for the Bill. I ami not support-
ig the Council; it is the M1inister who is

fat hering the amendment of the Council.
in answer to the member for Mturraly-

Wellington (Mir. George), the 'Minister
said, by way' of interjection, that if fod-
tier were grown on the five acres and
stock fed with that fodder, tile license
fee would be charged. It is wveil for the
Al iiiiisl er, now that the BAill has been re-
comitted, to know exactly bow the p~ro-
visioni will work. We are told that the
license is to be used only for protective
pliposes, but I fail to see how it can pro-
tect if only a limited quantity of water
is available.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We are in this
trouble because the Minister will insist
on taking control of all the streams. He
reaches out too far, anid thereby' lands
himself in cdifficulties. There are Cases of
small streams running through property
which has been bought at very high prices
because thie waler was available for irri-
gation. I knowv of a case where a man
has half an acre of orange trees grow-
ing very large crops, and therefore highbly
valuable.

The Minister for Works: But in that
case the manl irrigates from a spring in
his own property.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: That moan
would have to go to the -Minister for
a license. We want the people to use the
water, and wve do not want to bother
them unnecessarily. Why should the
Minister wvant to control the thousand
,and one little streams of this State?
Tme hon. gentleman wants to control
every stream; every personi is to go cap-
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in-hand to- the M1inister for a permnit
before growing produce for sale. The
Minister tells us that the license fee is
to be nominal. If that is so, why should
the other people not come into comn-
petition with those who pay the license
feeq The Minister proposes to take
rights from owners and give them noth-
ing. I doubt whether, notwithstandjing
this clause, the Minister would he able
to prevent any man from selling anly-
thing hie grows. "Irrigated land used
in con nection wvith a dwelling" is vague
wvording. What is the use of asking the
Committee to believe that any man can
utilise for his own household purposes
all the product of five acres?

The -Minister for Works: T say, make
it one acre and then I do not wvant any
limitation.

lon. J. MITCHELL: I object to the
Minister making any charge at all.

The Minister for Works: Of course.
You do not want the Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes; I do: and
1 wanted it before the Minister thought
of it. The Liberal party started irriga-
tion before certain members onl the other
side thought of entering polities. If we
oppose any provision of a Government
measure in this House, Ministers burned-
iately say that it is because we do not
desire the measure. The Minister for
Works takes power even wvhen it is not
necessary, simpjly because he lov-es power;
but, fortunately, hie cannot exercise the
powers of a Czar unless Parliament first
agrees. I do not know [how the Minister
proposes to pay the inspectors who will
be required in order to see that people
do not send away cabbages and turnips
grown onl the five acres. If wve agreed
with the clause otherwise, we could of
course amend it by striking out the
words "used in connection with a dwell-
ig" and substituting ";produce to bea

used onl the farm," which would give the
settler the right to grow fodder or In-
cerne. The Minister, however, admits that
in the case of some streams there would
not be sufficient water to permit of each
settler irrigating five acres. Of course,
a settler could irrigate five acres and let
the produce rot, if he liked.

The Minister for Works: Then lie
would 'lot be using the water in connec-
tion with his dwelling.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There is no
serious purpose in the provision. I know
of some people who grow oranges and
other fruit just for themselves. Now.
Will those p~eople have to get a
license from the Minister before veil-
turing to sell three or four eases
of fruit that they may have grown
beyond their requirements? Would the
Minister say that anything grown onl the
five acres beyond the requirements of the
settler must be allowed to rot on the
place?

The 'Minister for Works: You should
move to reduce the five acres to one acre.
and then I will let them use the water as
they like.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the AMister
ate, or if the M~inister and 20 others ate,
all that is grown on one acre, the Min-
ister would look very different.

The Minister for Works: I wvill take
that risk.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The best way to
protect the rights of the settlers wvould
be to strike out this clause and alter the
Bill in other respects. I suggest that the
Minister again postpone consideration of
this clause. My principal objection is
to the controlling of these streams at all.
I would suggest to the Minister that lie
-ive the matter further cousideration.

Mr. TL'RVEY: I take it that if an
orchardist with land abutting on a stream
wished to grow oranges for the market
he would have to apply to the Minister
for a special license to irrigate. If lie
grew only four shillings wvorth of stuff
over and above his own requirements, lie
must apply for a license.

The Premier: He must have paid his
fees.

Air. TIJEVEY: Unless he obtain a
license hie cannot sell the product. I say
the Minister is dictating to those people
as to what they shall do wvith their pro-
ducts. If the Minister desired to protect
those lower down the stream hie could
have gone about it by a different method.
and without any dictation at all.
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The Minister for Works: Make it one
acre, and I will agree. Your only con-
sideration is for the man at the top of
the stream.

Mr. TIJEVEY: The Minister could
have found other means of protecting
those along the stream. There is no oc-
casion to dictate as to what the orchard-
ists Should grow.

The Premier: He does not (10 that.
Air. 'fURVEY: My only objection to

the clause is that the Mlinister is taking
onto himself the right to say to those peo-
Iei what they shall do with their pro-
ducts.

[he MINISTER FOR WTORIKS. There
is no objection at all to what they shall
do, provided they do not use water to the
detriment of their neighbours. A manl
can grow as much as hie wants for his
own dwelling. If lie wants more he has
to get a license, which will give him the
right to use a specific quantity of water
iii such a way as not to interfere with
his neighbour.

.Mir. Eroun : Call a man feed cattle onl his
five acres?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
If those men at the to1) of the strcam are
allowed unlimited water the men down
below will not get sufficienit for domestic
use. It ust be remembered that wvith-
out thle Bill no manl has a right to thle
wvnter. We all knowv the difficulty there
has been in connection with thle brook
referred to. The lion. member's constit-
uents have been to law and have ruined
one another iii regard to thnis question.
Now, when we propose to put a stop to
this, he says we should give them a
greater right than ever to rob one an-
other.

Mr. ELITOtT: Thne clause mankes pro-
vision for water for the irrigatinlg of five
acres in connection with a dwelling. It
must mean for thle inmates of that dwel-
ling. Thle inmates require groceries and
meat and other necessities, and once we
admit that the water is given in the inter-
ests of the inmates of that dwelling, the
.11inister's contention goes by the board. I
take it that the inmates of the dwelling
nla 'v produce more than they require, in
which ease thiere is nothing to prevent

them from selling the surplus in their own
interests.

The PREMIER: Under the existing
law no person, although his land abut on
a stream, is permitted to so operate on
the flow of the stream as to interfere with
the rights of his neighbours further down
the stream. He has no guarantee to-day
that lie will get SUlticient water to irri-
gate five acres. The proposal is to assure
to him free of charge sufficient water to
irrigate five acres. If he desires to dis-
pose of the products of that five acres
lie must pay for the water, the same
as others. The only control exercised is
to see that the men at the bottom of the
stream have sufficient water and that
the man at the top does not get the lot
free. If there is sufficient for all pur-
poses thle man on top may have what he
requires, whether it be sufficient for five
acres or for 50 acres.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not 50 acres?
The PREMIER : Yes.
Holl. Frank Wilson: He will have to

pay for it.
The PREAIER: Certainly. The clause

merely provides that equal consideration
shall be shown to all. 'Members have asked
that we should compensate a loan. We
propose to compensate him to the extent
of giving him sufficient wvater free of cost
to irrigate five acres, hut of course, if hie
proposes to dispose of the product hie must
pay for the water.

Mir. S. Stubbs: What about established
orchards?

The PREMIER: We are not going to
take the water from them. The orchard-
isis at the top of the stream cannot get
enough water to irrigate their orchards
to-day, for they cannot interfere with the
stream.

IHon. J. lilitchell: That is nonsense.
The Minister for Works: They do it,

but the law canl prevent them.
The PREMIIER: The law has pre-

vented them. We provide that a man
shall haove free water only for the pur-
pose of producing what he requires for
domestic use. If he wants more hie will
have to take out a license. We do not
want to reverse the existing conditions.
The object of the clause is to see that
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every man has equal rights to the natural
stream.

Hon. J. MITCHELL moved as an
amendment-

That in line 10 the words "a garden"
be struck out and "-such land" inserted
in lieu.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes -. . .13

Noes . .. .. 16

Majority against 3

Mr. Braun
Mr. Elliott
Mr. George
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger

IMr, Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Dwyer
Mr. Foley
Mr. Hudson
N1r. Johnson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lender
Mr. Lewis

AYEi

Nos,

I.

ii
I,
I'
ii
ii
it

I.

Ir.
Ii'.
*ir.
Cr.
Sr.
Cr.

A. N. Pless
S. Stubbs
Turver
F. Wilson
Wisdom
Layman

(Teller.)

?Jr. McDonald
Mr. Muttsny
Mr. Price
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Swan
Mr. Walker
M r, Bolon

ITeZler).

Amendment thus niegatived.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pmm.

H~on. J. 2MITCHELL: The Minister
has made it clear that he has no intention
of allowing people to irrigate five acres
unless they consume the products in the
d-welling.

Th''le Minister for Works: Unless they
take out a license.

Hon. J. MUITCHELL: Which of
course will he at the sweet will of the
%Iinister, who may charge whatever price
hie pleases.

The Minister for Works: And which
I have stated will be a. nominal amount.

IIon. J. M1ITCHELL: The Premnier
said it would bring in revenue.

The MHinister for 'Works: He did not.
You are misrepresenting what lie said.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Nothing of the
sort. I believe the MNinister desires to

get control of the streams so that there
may be a charge made for the water. The
five acres, should remain and we should
give unrestricted right to the owner to do
what hie pleases -with t~he products. I am
going to ask that the concluding wvords
of the clause, "being part of such land
and used in connection with the dwelling"
be struck out, so that the owner might
knowv where he stands. If a mnan irrigates
at all and has a surplus of produce, uin-
der this clause he would not be able to
sell it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He is hound to
ha ve a. surplus.

'Hon, J, MtITCHELL: And he would-
have to let it Tot,

Mr. Underwood: He need not let it.
rot; lie can get a license.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: He cannot get a,
license to sell stuff after the irriation
period is over; moreover, whby should he
have to get a license, We should define
the rights of the people and not restrict
the use of the water over the area it is
proposed to allow free water for. I move
an amendment-

That the words tit the end of the
Clause, "being part of such land and
'ored in connection with a dwelling" be
stfruck out.
Amendment pat and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 17-Conditions for the exercise

of certain rights to take and use water-
Tile MINISTER FOR WORKS: This

clause deals with a different proposition
inasmuch as we have been dealing with
the stream on which it is not contemn-
plated irrigation works will be con-
structed. Here, however, the clause is
framed in anticipation of works being
constructed for the purpose of irrigating
a given district. If we were to allow thie
water beyond the limitation specified in
this clatuse, it would mean that when we
dam med up a river, the wvater would be
diverted from that rh-er for the pur-pose
of irrigating a given area. If we were to
amend the clause as bon. members de-
sire, in addition to sending the -water
around these channels, we would have to
allow a given quantity, sufficient to irri-
gate five acres down the main stream,
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with the result that if we allowed the un-
retricted use of water to irrigate those
five acres, we would have to let so much
down the main stream which would make
it impossible for uts to irrigate other
areas in the district. Consequently it is
an impossible proposition to alter the re-
stiction.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 62-Water supply' to railways:
The MITNISTER FOR WVORKS;

There has been an omission fromi this
clause. Last: session I explained that the
Midland Railway Cornpany thought they
were being unduly interfered with, and
through their attorney, Mr. Murcott, they
suggested that certain words should be
inserted which would be sufficient to pro-
tect their interests, The Gov ernmuent
could see no objection to the company
having a, right that they already enjoyed
and, as it would not interfere with the
principles of the Bill, it was agreed to
add certain words to the clause. Through
an oversight of the draftsman, these
words have been omitted fronm the clause.
I propose now, with the permission of
the House to reinsert them. I move as an
amendment-

That the following words be added
to the end of thecase."osrtd
tinder the- authority of a special Act;
and, subject only to riparian rights un-
der this Act, water mayn be laivfully
taken for schi purposes."
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Why is the

Minister so ready to do so much for the
Mlidland Railway Company and so little
for the farmers! I agree that every rail-
way must be supplied with water, but the
Minister's attitude towards the company
is in sharp contrast to his attitude to-
wards other people. All through the Bill
the Minister has been in direct opposi-
tion to those who have any rights at all.

The MINISTER FOR, WORKS: The
hion. member is merely continuing that
political claptrap of which there has
been so much lately in the Press. He
seemis to have the Midland Railway Comi-
pany on the brain, and has tried to rend
into the clause something which will. con-
tinue the criticism which hie has levelled
against the company during tbe last

not ih or so, and in connection with
which lie has got the worst of the deal.
It. is incorrect that- we are doing for
the conipany something which we are
denying lo others. [f any man has a
well or dam~ on his property it will not
he interfered with under this mneasu re.
The Midland Company have certain
water stIIplies which, in their opinion,
will be interfered with by this measure.
There is a difference of opinion between

lie Crown Law Department and the Mid-
land RailwayI C ompany on the question.
I. dou not think the amiendment is necessarY.
but rather titau have an argument, 1 have
agreed to its insertion.

Hon. 5, il]1TCHELL: -I have no quarrel
with the Midland Railway Company and
have not said a word against them. I
desire to help them as far as I can.

The Minister for Works: Like you are
trying to help irrigation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Midland
Company sihould have sympathetic treat-
ment, but I ask for the samne treatment
for everyone. The Minister missed the
point entirely, as; be always does when-
ever hie trouhles to reply.

Amendment p)Lt and passed;- the clanse
as amended agreed to.

Bill again reported with further
amendments.

BfLh,-ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. WValker--K;anowua) [7.60] in movinfr
the second reading said : This is not an
extensive reform of the Electoral Act,
but it is one which the department hav~e
deemed njecessary in the interest of getting
clean and complete rolls. It will be ri--
mnembered that some little time ago there
was q1uite a stir in another Chamber and
considerable correspondence in the new--
papers in reference to what were alleged
to be irregula ri ties in the Geraldton dis-
trict on the part of the electoral officer.
It appears that some names had been
put upon the roll and the claim cards
did not bear the number of the house, or
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even the name of the street wvhere the
lpeople lived within a municipality or
towusite. It was then pointed out that in
some parts of the State it was almost anl
impossibility to give the number of the
house, especially in those parts whlere
houses are not numbered and where, ini
fact, streets are not by usage known.
'Phere are a number of eetoral districts
in this State in which very many years
ago towusites were surveyed, and while,
of course, a record of themn is kept in
tile dcpartmcnt, and by' name they are
well known, the exact locality is a matter
of conjecture. Even the survey pegs have
been eaten out by white ants, and we
could not possib ly locate them without a
resurvey of thle townsite.

Mr. Taylor: Powellise thle townsite.

Hont. J. Mitchell: It would be of no
use powellisig the pegs.

Thle ATTORNEY OENERAL: Section
44 of the principal Act, which this Bill
seeks to amend, contains a subsection- as
follows:-

If the residence of the claimant is
within a municipal district or towasite,
thle name of tile street and the number
of the house, if numbered, shell be
stated.

This makes it compulsory that the name
of a street in a towusite shall be given.
and if there be numbers, then the number
of the house in the street shall be stated.
As a matter of fact, there are townsites
without streets existing inl this State,. that
is, places technically known as townsites,
but in reality we cannot locate them, and
whether a voter is living upon the actuial
townsite, or outside of it, cannot be dis-
tinctly or accurately asserted. The object
of this measure is to secure to every elec-
tor the right to have his name upon the
roll. It was the original intention of the
Act, and we are in no sense seeking to
alter the spirit or the purpose or the in-
tention of the Legislature when they
passed the n~rineipal Act. In connection
with municipalities, if a man, registered
as residing in a street in Perth, moves to
another part of the same constituency, he
does not lose his vote.

Mr. Elliott:- He has to give notice of
his chanige, of address.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He is
sup posed to, but if his namue is on the roll
for John-street, and lie has moved to
0ceurge-street, lie can claim the right to
vote, even if his removal took place moore
than three months previously, provided
his residence has been continuous in] the
district. If he is in the district he has
a right to vote. The object of Section
44 of the original Act was simply to
citable the electoral registrar to he sure
flhat the voter claiming the right to vote
lived within thie district, and had a right
to appear upon that particular roll. tL
wasq for no other puirpose.

Hon). J. Mitchcell: He 'nuk say where he
is to be found.

The ATTORNEY GENER.AL: T hat is
to say. in tile district.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Would youl get him
off the roll if hie did not say?

The ATTOiNEY GENERAL: Every
one cani say vlhether~ lie is in a particular
district, but he cannot necessarily give the
name of the street and the nuimber of thle
houtse, as required by Section 44 of the
Act. If we allow this to continue, and
strictly enforce it, the consequence must
he to disfranchise quite a number of voters
who are fully entitled to have their namnes
on thle roll. This small measure simply
seeks to rectify this defect. It states, a~s
has been done before, the essenfial parts
of a claim, and then Makes certain. pro-
vios If the residence of the claimant
is; Within a mounicipal district or townsite,
t he name of the street, if such name is by
usage commonly known, shall be given,
and if there be a number to the house
in which tbe claimant lives, it shall be
stated, bult if the residence of the clam-
anit is not within a nmnnicipal district or
townsite, his residence shall be stated
with sucb particulars as are sufficient to
enable the locality of such residence t~o be
ascertained. This is practically preserv-
ing all that we have in thle old section,
but we provide that the registrar may, in
his discretion, accept and register a claim
notithstan ding that the req ui cements of
this subelause are not strictly complied
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-with, if lie is satisfied that thle claimiant
resides within tile district.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who?

The ATTORNEY GENl-Pl{AL: Tile
registrar has to be satisfied that the claimi-
ant lives within the district. This being
so, lie is entitled to have his name placed
onl the roll. T do not think that I need
elaborate upon this reform. It is a re-
form to which attention was directed in
another place, and by a member of an-
oilier place inl I le Press, and as we all
desire to have fitll and complete rolls,. re-
cognisilg the necessity for ev-cry citizen
taking his share in political dutties. T feel
confident that there will be no difficult~y
in getting the measure through this Chai-
ber. I move--

That the Bill be stoic -read a second
timne.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northami)

[751:The Minister stated that this is
a small measure and that there is no need
to adjourn the debate on the second read-
ing. I think Mliuisters would do wvell. to
bring down their Bills so as to give nmem-
berts sufficient time to consider their pro-
posals. This measure is important. Thle
proviso to Clause 2 is the important part
of the new proposal. No one objects to
having at complete roll, and we all want
everyone put on the roll. We want to
give everyone the fullest possible oppor-
tunity of getting on the roll and voting.
There canl be no gainsaying that. 'Memi-
bers of this House have never been afraid
of the vote of the p~eople, of all the peo-
pie, and any objection which has ben
raised in the method of registration has
been in the interests merely of a clean
roll. People in tbis country travel about
a great deal. They move about front place
to place, with the result that their names
often appear onl twvo or three separate
rolls. It will probably be admitted by the
Attorney General that this is done, and
ofteni done, by large numbers of men. This
is very unsatisfactory indeed. I should
like to see this Act include some provision
under which a man would be compelled
to rote iii the electorate which contains his
home. But of course the Bill does not
provide for that, It sonietimes happens,
and often does, that a man's residence is

in Perth, and that whilst lie is resident,
here hie gets onl tie Perth roll. Subse-

qluently lie may go into, say, thle Pilbara
electorate. and'after sonic time lie call g-et
o n t he rollI for tiatI electorat1e, I t i s possi ble
fo r atnyv of the ollicers of the Attorney
General Lo say that thle residence of tis
elector is otlier than tile residence known
in Perth. When a man is travelling about
lie eouiitry doing contract work, clear-

ilor working onl a railwray, hie has 110
fixed p~lace of abode. The electoral officers
then have to lind the home of the mnan.
and it could quite well happen that lie
wouild get onl another roll. although his
lpeiiiaient residence is in Perth, and lie
is onl thle Perth roll. I do not say that a
nian often votes twice, but it has been said.
1: believe with sonic trith,' that mien have
voted more than once. Of course, we
kiiow it is very easy for mistakes to occur
in this Way' . Whiat ire want is a complete
roll and to make it impossible for a manl
to be placed more than once onl thle rolls
of the State. If this end were aimed at by
the Attorney' General lie would be doing,
a great service to the community. It is
aibsolutely inmperative that every elector
should say where lie is to be found. I
do0 not care where hie lives, hut a. man must
live inl somec kind of boarding-hiouse, pri-
vate residence, or other establishment.

M r, Underwood: He ig ht camp under
a tree, or in a wagon.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: That is so, but
hese men who wander about the country

are probably engaged in prospectinig or
d roving.

31r. Underwood: WhTlat about a teamister
in Pilbaraq

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There are not
dozens or hundreds of teamsters inl Pit-
harn. Teamisters are usually found onl
sonic station or other.

Mr. tUnderwvood. They are just casual
teamisters.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There may be
some casual teamsters, but they' must have
sonie fixed address at which they can hie
found. I, want to pioint out how important
this is. It is impossible for the Attorneyi
General or his officers to clean upl the roll
if the;' have not the right to say to a
mnan. "'You have giv en uis your fixed ad-

658



[28 JULY, 1914.]65

dress, bitt we cannot ascertain that you
are to be found there, and we cannot hear
of you at all." The *y mnust be able to say
if a man is not to be found at his per-
inanent address that hie must come off (hie
roll. The Attorney General or his officers
strike numbers of in off the roll when
they make their periodical canvass. It is
no use the membher for Pithara smiling in
tlhat incredulous fashion, I canl quite un-
derstand that hie has Pilbara. onl his mind
and no other part of the State. Quiite
99t per Cent, of (lie people of the State
have some fixed place of abode. The At-
torney General has explained that hie is
amending the Bill in order that electors
may have a wider opportunity of describ-
ing their place of residence.-

r''le Attorney General : The Hilt pro-
rides for those ,who live outside a town-
site or in a place where houses are not
numbered and streets are not made.

H~on. J. MITCHELL: So far as that
amendment goes it is very necessary and
righit, and I am not objecting to it. Evi-
dentl tI vihe Attorney Geniera[ has not been
ablc to imapress the member for Pilbara
with the wisdom of the change. The
words to be added in Subsection (d) of
this clause are a decided advantage. It is
absolutely necessary, and no light matter,
that we should have clean rolls, and that
any person should be enabled to cheek
the rolls. .It is quite possible for a single)
boarding-house to be the place of re-si-
dence for 100 people wvho get on the roll.
Dt ought to he possible for any person
Who likes to interest himself in the matter
14o see that the rolls are kept in order, and
flint the people wvho have left these board-
luig-houses, are struck off the roll if neces-
sar 'v' No one could object, or any hion.
member here, to a provison of that sort,
and by making this provision the At-
torney General has done very well indeed.
I have nothing to say against the pro-
posed amendment so far as the provision
as to addresses is concerned. It is a very
reasonable and right one. Of course -we
have to amend our Acts from time to
time, and bring them uip to date. I want
the Attorney General to realise that we
are entirely with him so far as that is
concerned. In the old Act Clause 44

[24]

deals with the description of a place of
residence, but the Attorney General did
not approve of Clause 44. He now has
a proviso which is that all this is to hap-
pen unless the registrar says otherwise.
Can the Atorney General in all1 serious-
ness ask us to agree to this proviso?

The Attorney General: I think so.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not think so

at all. Everything that it is necessary No
do is done in a direct way in this law as
amended by the Attorney General.
Nothing more is wanted. But lie says all
this is to he done unless the registrar
thinks otherwise. That is practically
what it mean's. This Bitt enables the
registrar to do just as hie pleases. Mat-
ters are teft to the absolute discretion
of thie registrar, unquestioned by the
Attorney General or the Chief Electoral
Officer. Simply at the discretion of the
registrar any man may he put upon the
rol]. Is that reasonable?

The Attorney General: If be lives in a
district.

M1-r. Underwood :. If the registrar is
satisfied that he lives iii a district.

Hion. J. MITCHELL: Yes, but I wvant
to point out that this Act is so designed
that not only the registrar but any other
pcerson interested can check the rolls, If
this proviso is accepted then no lion.
mnembher can check any roll at all. The
reistrar will be the sole Judge of the
roll. W~ith him will rest the full
responsibility of keeping them up to date.
Is that right? Every name appearing on
the roll should contain sufficient informa-
tion to enable any person who is inter-
ested to say whether the man named on
the roll is entitled to vote. If we put
this proviso in, however, the registrar
will be thle only man who can do this.

The Attorney General: No.
Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: Yes, it is at his

sole discretion.
The Attorney General: It does not

say SO.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, it does; it

says the registrar may do the~e things
at his discretion.

Mr. Underwood: If he has no discre-
tion we will get rid of him.
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Hon. ,J. -MITCHELL: It is j ust here
that I disagree with the A tiorney General.

The Attorney General: Provided the
registrar is satisfied that a man lives in
a district.

Hon. 4. MITCHELL: Let me tell the
Attorney General that Pilbara, for in-
stance, is a very big electorate. Kimber-
ley is even more extensive.

Air, Underwood: No.
Hon. J. 3llTCHELL: I will leave

these northern provinces and come down
to the Avon electorate, which is fairly
i-lcrisive, thongh riot bigger than many
others. The registrar, I think, Jives at
Northam. He has to satisfy himself that
an elector is resident in the Avoni dis-
trict, which includes many townships,
such as Tammiin, Kellerherrin, Meeker-
ing, and many other small centres and
farms,

Air. Underwood:- There is not a house
amongst them.

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL: There are also
many people living along the 'railway
line, and every person living there should
give some fixed place of abode. Notwvith-
standing the vastness of the area, the
registrar has to satisfy himself that an
elector is somewhere within that area.

Mr. Lander: How do you get along
with clearers?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: floes the At-
torney General think that the registrar is
in a position to do that?

The Attorney General: If a man sends
in a claim, say, under the name of "John
Smith. Meekering"?

Hon. J. MITCHIELL: Hfe should not
get on the roll.

The Attorney Goneral: Why?
Hon. J. M1TTELiL: Because he can-

not stay in the Meckering township unless
he lives in a house.

The Attorney General: There is no
street, so how can -you describe his
residence?

Hon. 4. MITCHELL: Every street in
Meckering has a name.

Mr. Underwood: Supposing he is living
not in a street, hut on a reserve or com-
monI

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think that any
mianl who is entitled to vote will have
sufficient intelligence to say whereabonts
in the MAieckering area he is living. He
is not likely to be living in a tent month
after month, and even if he does, he must
live iii some jparticuliar locality. This Bill
is certainly improving the Act in that
regard, for it makes it possible to descrihe
the residlence of tlie applicants in a wa 'y
that was not open to the electors before.,
The proviso that I am speaking of, how-
ever, is absolutely LUnnecessary, and will,
of course, lead to complications, and
pos;sihly to fraud, it -would be utterly
imipossible for any' official fixed i1l a
centre 100 miles from the outer boundary
of a district to say whetlher a claimant is
entitled to be registered or not.

The AttornV' General- He has to
qsatisfy himself.

Hon. J. MIUTCHELL: it is impo)ssible,
I say, for the registrar to make inquiries
as to where a mian is supposed to be at
the time he is put on the roll, It is
equally impossible for any other elector
to exercise his undoubted right to cheek
the roll. 1 object to this proviso, which
makes the registrar more powerful than
the Chief Electoral Officer, in the pre-
paration of all rolls. We do not know
who these registrars may be from time
to time. We are not certain that a man
wvill know his duties, or the district in
which he is situated, or whether he is
calpable of exercising the very broad and
wise discretion which the Minister thrusts
upon him. 'Whilst I approve of the other
amendment contained in the small Bill
I do most seriously and strenuously op-
pose the introduction of this proviso. In
my opinion it destroys all the good that

the Attorne y General seeks to do.
The Attorney General: That is practi-

cally impossible, speaking with respect.
The proviso is the Bill.

Hon. J1. AT1TFLL: I am Afraid
that that is the case. I have been afraid
nll along that that is the eae, and that
is why I amn just as certain that the pro-
viso makes the Bill a bad Bill as the At-
torney General is certain that the proviso
makes the Bill a Vood Bill. In the case
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of Geraldton there was objection, because
thle addresses were imperfect; and the
Attorney General says, "I agree that the
addresses were imperfect, and so T amend
the Bill.' t

The Attorney General: They were
righit, alt right; btit they were informal
because the names of the streets were not
there,

lHon. J. MITCHELL: The 'Attorney
General proposes to amend the law in
order to obviate that trotible in the futtire.
lie admits that that was wrong. But,
having clone that, having thrown dust in
our eyes in that regard. lie sets to work
to undo alt the good lie has otherwise
achieved. Hie says the registrar many, at
his discretion. do as- he pleases. Why' ,
every man, if thle registrar so determines,
may get on the roll with any address!I
Hundreds of mren in any electorate could
register care of the postmaster at some
place or other, if they cared to do so.

The Attorney General: If they are
electors within the district, they have a
rigil to hie on thle roll.

lion. J. M[TCH-ELL: Certainly; but
not when they arc Outside the district.
That is what, we fear would be the ease
under this proviso, and( thait is what we
object to.

M'r. Taylor: The domicile gives them
thec righlt to vote.

Hu. J. 'MITCHELL: But there is no
domnicile. Thle lion. memlber should read
thle Act and this 'Bill. I have admitted
already that the Attorney General has
improved the Act in one respect, but the
proviso will destroY the Act, as far as
reistration is concerned, otherwise. I
hlope lion. members opposite will look at
this little measure, and on page 2 they -will
see the proviso; and if they agree to it
i1 shall he astonished. At any rate, as
far as we sitting onl this side are conl-
cerned, we object to the proviso because
we believe it will not make for a clean
roll or achieve the object which the At-
torney General has set out in fihe other
iportion of the Bill to achieve. I trust
the Attorney General wvill agree to strike
out that proviso. He amends the Act
very satisfactorily without that proviso.
It is not required to enable every man

in this State to gel upon the roll: it is
only necessary if a registrar happens to
be8 a careless person and -wishes to do his
work in careless fashion. I warn lion.
members that if this proviso is retained,
they themselves wvill never be able to
clean tip a roll as they ought to be able
to clean it up) if they so desire. I hope,
at all events, that the Attorney General
will not puit the measure through Com-
mittee to-din', because it is quite obvious
thlit 1lio]. members have not considered
the Bill, and in the matter of the Ele-
toral Act every member should take a
keen interest. -After all, every one of its
is concerned to have a clean roil and] to
have the Electoral Act Just as perfect as
it call he.

Mr. LANDER (Easit Perth) [8.1P):
J htope the Attorney* General Cvilt not take
any notice whatever of the remlarks of
the member for Northarn (Hon. 3. M1it-
chell). The proviso is absolutely neces-
sary. Take for instance the case of the
mien onl the rabbit-proof fence, aiid of the
men prospecting Long that fence. I defy
anyone to say what electorate thiose men
were in. All that could he said was that
they wvere somewhere onl tile rabbit,-proof
fence. And that was the case for years.
'rhe ii could not say that thiey were in
any lownehip. Again, between Ravens-
thorpe aind Broomehill-

HRon. 3'. Mitchell: They are not there
tiow.

Mr. LAND)ER: But they were there.
'Phe could not say that they were in aiiy
particular place: they could only say
they were Onl 'Somec locattion. I hope the
Attorney General will see his way to
allow this proviso to stand. As for stuf-
fig the rolls, we have heard a lot about
t hat from our friends oin the other side.
Thie Federal Government made a great
effort to obtain information in regard to
roll-stuffing. But what do we find? We
find that men who should know better go
and vote twice-men occupying good
positions, good Liberals, who should have
known better. Now, if it had been a
Labour man who had voted twice-

Hon. J. Mitchell: It would not have
been a mistake then. That is the dif-
ference.
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Mr. LAN1)13R: I admit that Liberals
would have said it had been done inten-
tionally. Thne lion, member knows as well
as I do that in travelling about the coun-
try one comes across men wvho do not
know where the3' are living-men travel-
lng on a railway survey, for instance.
located in a place (lint is unnamed. I
think we ought to have sufficient coafi-
deuce in the electoral registrars to allow
them the discretion of saying whether a
claimiant should he placed on the roll or
not. Willi regard lo the honesty of ele-
toral registrars, wye need not confine our-
selves to Western Australia. I do not
think it can be said that there have been
in the whole of Australia many cases of
dishonesty on the part of electoral regis-
trars to either one party or the other.
Tfaking thedi all through; wve must give
them credit for being honest men. The
proviso should stand, if we have confi-
dence in our electoral registrars.

Mlr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [S.22];
dust a few wvords in reply to the remarks
of the member for N-orthian (Hon. J.
Mitchell). The hion. gentleman asserts
that everybody must have a residence.
Now, I can assure him that I have lived
a good few years in this State without
having anything that could be called a
residence. I have been for years camped
at places which could not be correctly
described by any name, and there are not
dozens but thousands-

Mr. Lander: That is right.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of prospectors
in this State w'ho, for the purposes of a
claim card, have no residence. It hap-
pens occasionally that a 'nan may be
wvorking a mine, that he has a mning

lease, and then he can put in the min-
ing lease as his address. But a man who
is camped on a wvaterhole or a creek has
no residence that can be described on a
claim card. As a matter of fact, he has
just a spinifex humpy and a fly.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why cannot he say
that?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Would that as-
sist the registrar?

Ron. J. Mitchell: Oh, considerably.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Would it assist
the registrar in the slightest degree to be
told that the claimant resides in a spinifex
humnpy near Ben net's Soak?

lion. J. Mitchell : Of course it would.
Air. UNDERWOOD: The mall's postal

addlress would show Nullagine.
lion. J. Mitchell: Where is Nullagine?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The electoral

registrars have a better knowledge of
the State than the member for Northam
has, and they would( know where Nulla-
gine is. .1 wish to put cases before the
house showving the necessity for this
Bill1. The townsite at Bamboo Creek, for
instance, wyes surveyed something like 20
years ago; and there have been only twvo
residences, I. think, ever built on the
actual townsite, notwithstanding that
there is a number of people in the
vicinity. At the present time there is not
even a peg to be found, andi not the slight-
est indication of where the streets are.
Yet at the present time there are about 50
men camped in that neighbourhood. Not
one of those men could state what street
lie resides in. As a matter of fact. very
few of them live in streets at Bamboo
Creek. There is 11o address they could
put on their claimi cards, except bamboo
Creek. There is no other place they
could describe their residence as being,
and the only postal address they) could give
would be ;'care of the post office, Bam-
boo Creek." The member for Northeam,
I presume, desires that these people
should name their spinifex humpies and
send the names to the electoral registrar.

Mr. Taylor: They could call them
"Toorak."

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes; "Toorak"
and "Nor1thalu."

Hon. J. Mitchell: "flbern."
Mr. UNDERWOOD: "Pilbara," or

something like that.
M r. Taylor: What is wrong with "St.

Kilda"?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: To attempt to

enforce such a condition would simply
mean that thousands of genuine electors
in Western Australia would be deprived
of the vote. I compliment the hon. At-
torney General on his endeavour to im-
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prove the law so as to permit of every-
body in Western Australia who is en-
titled to vote having the privilege of
voting. As a matter of fact, the oppo-
nerits of the Labour party have almost
invariably been in favour of a cramped
roll.

Hon, a. IAitchell: Ohl
Mir. UNDERWOOD: One of the most

strenuous fights that we have bad has
been to get thle people onl thle roll.

H-oil. J. Mfitchell: What?
Mr T UNDRWOD: Cram ping has

always been in favotir with our oppo-
nents. They do not like the teamster,
the prospect'or, and other "nomads," as
they call themn, to have a vote at all, be-
cause those "nomads" are apt to vote
against our friends opposite.

Mr. flwyer: "The flotsam and jetsam."
21 r. UNDERWOOD: Again, in regard

to 'teamsters, I wish to tell the hion. gen-
tleman that iii Pilbara alone there are
at least 20 teamsters who have absolutely
no permaneut place of abode,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Bitt they go from
somjewhere to somewhere.

%1r. UNDERWOOD: They go from
Port Hedland to, say, Ethel Creek, about
400 miles.

Hon. J. Mitchell: "~Port Hedland, teams -
ter," would be the address.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They may not be
in Port Hedland once in a year. They
may cart between stations. They may
cart from Congdon. They may be pulling
out stuff from Whim Creek.

Ron. J. Mitchell: That is another eec-
torate.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They are still
entitled to have a vote, and a say in the
goveruiment of this country. Indeed, they
are just as much entitled to a vote as is
the lion, gentleman who is kicking uip such
a hiss over this.

Hon. J. Mfitchell: I quite agree with
you.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If it may be per-
missible to discuss a clause on the second
readiiig, I should like to refer to the pro-
viso. That proviso has been inserted in
order to allow such people as I hare been
speaking of to get on the roll. If I have
s-hown that it is impossible for those peo-

lIe to state on a claim card any positive
place of residence, then hoil. members
must agree that it is necessary to enact
sonic provision by which those people can
get on the roll; and the Attorney General
has made provision for them here, and he
has thoroughly safeguarded the provision.
He calls on Ihe registrar to be satisfied.
lie does not leave it in the registrar's
discretion. There is no discretion about
it. The registrar has to he satisfied.

lHon. J. Mitchell: Read the proviso.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not allowed

to do so on thle second reading. Of course,
the hion. memiber interject ing may be;
but it is against the Standing Orders.
The registrar has to satisfy himself that
the claimant resides within the electoral
district.

Hon. J. Mlitchell: Satisfy himself by
what mecans?

M-r. UNDERWOOD: By any means
hie can get hold of. by any means in his
lpower. There would be any number of
mneans of ascertaining it. This proviso,
in my opinion, furnishes the only means
by -which it is possible to enrol the peo-
p~le I have described. I do not consider
it necessary to urge thle Attorney General
to retain the proviso. I am pretty sure
the hon. gentleman will retain it.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.30]: The
amrendmient seeks to give those people who
are oJpeninig up the country the oppor-
tunity to vote wvhich the present Act does
not give. When a claima is made by a
Person, the argument aight be brought
forward that the registrar would not know
whether it was in order or not. Opponents
of the amendmwent can rest assured that
on the claim card that every elector has
to sign, provision is made for endorsement
by another elector, or a map holding a
certain position in the State, and no mnat-
ter whether the man lives 100 or more
miles from where the registrar may be,
thle registrar will always have that man
to a])peal to in order to make sure that
the claim card is in order. The member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mfitchell1) said he
would like to see the existing Act amended
in a different way. Hie considered that a
man should have one place of residence,
and make that his domicile, and have his
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name onl the roll for that place. The lion.
member in stanced Perth and said that no
matter where the elector wvent, lie could
vote for Perth. That would be all right,
but the man might he debarred from exer-
cising his vote because lie would have to
go to so much trouble in order to vote by
post, and so much time might elapse after
thle issue Of the wr-it that thle electionl
might be over before the man could get
his voucher and return it. If teamsters
go from somewhere to somewhere we
know that when they enrol they do not
g-ive their address as "camping in a
wagon." If they go from one town to
ano ther they generally mention the namie
of one or othier of those towns. But team-
sters are not the only people who move
about a Slate. I have a vivid recollec-
tion of commercial travellers going around
le State and dropping in at Menzies

onl one occasion and becoming enrolled
there in sufficient numbers to turn tile re-
suit of an election against the party with
which I am associated. It is questionable
,whether the practice should be p~ermitted
Ito exist ; the present Act certainly' does
qllow it. If iwe wvant to see a clean roll,
as thie member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood) said, we should pass the amuend-
ment proposed by the Attorney General.
MAany people follow a migratory ocenpa-
lion, and provided they' explain that they'
are ramnping half a mile south or east of
the railway liie, or half a mile east or
south of the town they might be working
in. if thle registrar is satisfied with the
description given, thle individual in ques-
tion should not be debarred from having
a Vote,

Mr, Wisdom:; The Act provides for that.
Mr, FOLE,'Y: It does not. The exist-

ing Act provides that any claimn that does
not conmply with the section it is now
projposed to amend, shall be rejected, and
it goes on to say that there must be made
a definite statement in regard to the street
and the number of the house that the in-
dividual lives in. A manl might be living
in a municipality and yet not be living
in one of its streets. Onl one side of the
railway line in that municipality there
-might be the town with streets, and on the
.other side of it there might be no streets

at all. I trust that the amendment as
proJposecd will be passed by this and an-
other Chamber so that we may all see
clean and fuill rolls obtaining in this
State. What we in this House wanit to
see is that all names are placed on thle
roll. The Labour party desire a big roll,
and it has never happened in this State
that the Labouir party have failed with a
big ])oll. The greater the 1p0l1 the better
we like it.

Qunestion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

it Committee.
Mr. Mefloivall in the Chair, the At-

torney General in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 44:
Hon. J. IfTCHELL: The section thle

Attorney General is seeking to amend
provides that if the residence of a claim-
ant is not within a municipality, district,
or townsite the residence shall be stated
with such particulars. as are, in ltme
Opinion of the registrar, sufficient to en-
able the exact locality to be ascertained.

The Premier: That is outside a mmmiii-
cipality.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The proviso in
thme Bill states that the registrar may, iii
his discretion, accept and register a claim,
notwithistanding that the requirements of
this subsetionm are not strictly coumplied
with, if he is satisfied that the claimant
resides within the district. I would accept
that proviso if I thought it necessary.

The Premier: This provides for inside
a Municipality.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Thle Premier
now wants to provide for people who
have no fixed abode. If the proviso goes
through, and there should happen to be
a careless registrar, there is bound to be
an uncertain roll. A grave injustice will
he done if this goes through. It will be
utterly impossible for any person to assist
time officers of the department to clean up
thme rolls-. The proviso will destroy the
Bill entirely. It will get the rolls into
a had state more than anything else that
could possibly happen. The Attorney
General knows that the essence of the
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business is to be able to trace every name
upon the roll. That is not provided for
here, and if it is not insisted upon. then
goodbye to any semblance of a decent
roll.

M1r. Bolton: You make it clear to the
registrar under the amendment.

Ron. J. IAfTCHELL: I object to a
definite provision in the clause and then
afterwards saying that the registrar may
(10 as he pleases.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am at
a loss to understand what the lion. mem-
ber is driving at.

Mr. Underwood: It is not because he
has not said it often enough.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
So. In my opening remnarks I said that
there were townships in this State which
for all electoral purposes were now ob-
literated; they existed on the map, so
far as being called a name, hut there was
neither street nor house number in these
towns, and no person living in the v'icinity
could tell whether he was in the towosite
or outside of it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You provided for
that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon, member is mistaken. The hon. ni~m-
her might know that hie is living in a
townsite or that the district he is living
in is called a towasite. but that the town-
site has no streets and no numbers. The
existing Act says that if lie lives in a
townsite he mast give the name of the
street and the number of the house.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Bat you'alter that.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quife

true, but he cannot now comply with the
full requirements of the Act. Suppose
a man is living in an out-of-the-way
municipality, and has no means of par-
ticiilarly describing where he lives, ex-
cept to declare it is in, say, Ranowna.
He could not say where the street was,
or give its name or the number of the
house. Suich conditions as these exist
in mnany parts of the State, and it is
these we wish to provide against. The
proviso does not, as the bon. memnebr con-
tends, give a discretionary choice to the
registrars to do as they please. It im-

poses a duty upon the registrar, com-
pelling .him to satisfy himself that the
claimant lives within a given district be-
fore lie allows the name of the claimant
to go on the roll. The whole spirit of
the Act is to give people a chance to get
on the roll, and the clause imposes upon
the registrar thre duty of satisfying him-
self that the claimant lives within a given
district. The discretion in the proviso
cannot be exerciser] before the registrar
has assured himself 'on that point. Once
a registrar haqs satisfied himself that the
claimrant is a resident of a given district,
he mayv exercise his discretion a to the
acceptance of the description of the
claimant's residence.

MN.r. Wisdom: Why bother about an
address at all?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
order to know in what district a man has
to he placed. The description must be
sufficient to satisfy the registrar that the
claimant is resident in the district for
which he claims a vote. The amendment
is a very necessary one.

Mr. WISDOM: The Attorney General
has made out a very good. case for the
original amendment, but a bad one for
the proviso. The whole question hinges
upon the recent trouble in Geraldton, and
the Attorney General suggested that the
purpose of the clause was to prevent a
repetition of that trouble. BLut the pro-
VISO perni1its of a recurrence of the
trouible, anid, moreover, will legalise it,
whereas it was not legal before. Under
Ihe proviso it will be possible for a man
to appear on the roll as "John Smith,
Gcrraldton," the very thing the Attorney
General has told us he woold do away
with.

The Premier: It was never claimed
that those people were improperly en-
rolled. They were entitled to be en-
rolled.

Mr. WISDOMT: But they were im-
properly enrolled. The Attorney General
provides quite well for the ease of un-
named streets and unnumbered houses,
because the name of the street will now
he necessary only when such name is by
usage commonly known, while the number
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of the house is not necessary if the streets
are unnumbered. The clause makes it
quite possible in such cases to register
"John Smith, Ceraldton," or " John

Smith" of any other municipality where
such conditions exist. The whole difficulty
oif providing for those people is met, but
the proviso gives opportunity for a care-
less registrar to put anly man on the roll,
irrespective of whletber or not hie gives
anl address. The clause is anl excellent
one, but the proviso it; extremely danger-
Oils.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Every person in
the settled portions of the State lives onl
a2 numbered block.

The Premier: No provision is made for
the number of file block to be given.

Mr. Bolton: Scarcely 5 per cent, of
the voters in the Mlurray electorate have
an address.

Hon. J. IMJTCHELT4 : Any man living
onl a numbered block call describe hi
place of residence easily and accurately.
I hope the AtIorney' Gen~eral will agree to
hle strikingp out of the proviso.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

BILL-SUJPPLY (TEMPORARY AD-
VANCES). £230,830.

Message.

'Message from the Governor received
and read recommending this Bill.

BILL -BILLS OF SALE
AMEVNDMENT.

Second Reading.

ACT

'Dehate resumed from the 21st July.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)

(8.58]: The Attorney General, in intro-
ducing the Bill the other day, led us to
understand that it was much the same as
that of last year. I believe it is, but I do
not think the Attorney General was jus-
tified in saying it had been introduced at
the request of the Chamber of Commerce.
'The Chamber of Commerce did not ask

the Attorney General !o place in this
measure thie important principles in-
volved. There are many such principles
whlich have been given a place in the Bill
at the instigation of the Attorney Gen-
eral. The Chamber of Commerce asked
that a Bill be introduced to provide one
smlall amendment oin the existing law, but
the Attorney General has added ma~teri-
ally to the request of the Chamber of
Commnerce. and the Chamber caninot, by
any' stretch of the imagination, be said to
endorse these additional proposals.

The Premier: That does not make the
Bill any the worse.

lBon. J. M1ITCHELL: I did not say
that it does, but the Attorney General
used it ais anl argument tha~t the Chamber
of Commerce had asked for the Bill. Last
year I asked that the hirer of goods under
a lure punrchlase agreement should be pro-
tected under this or some other measure.
I believe tire purchaser under the hire
jpurch~ase system should be protected un-
der the Bills of Sale Act. The Attorney
General, w~ho expressed sympathy with
my, proposal last year, has seen fit to put
forward the Bill again without including
the provision I asked for. This Bill con-
tain's a clause to protect the wages of
emp~loyees. I do riot think the Attorney
General is at all sincere in asking the
H-ouse to agrTee to this provision. it
sounds rallier wvell to say to the working
men, "Your wages will be protected
against all comners," but I will show hlow
little the Government believe in this idea,
because they do not say that men who
wvork for people who borrow money from
Government departments shall be pro-
tected when their wvages become due. If
wvork is to be carried on, and if the ins-
provenient of this country is to continue,
we must have money, and must borrow
money. The most important thing
for the worker is to find work, and
sufficiency of wvork makes the worker
independent. A shortage of work, no
matter what the Act of Parliament
might be, or what might be done by
the Attorney Genera], will not make a
man independent. The worker can only
work and lie can only work satisfactorily
when there is competition among employ-
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era. The Attorney General says the manl
who gives a hilt of sale is not to he se-
cured. lie virtually says there shall be
no further borrowing where the security
is to be a bill of sale. I would like to
know who would lend money tiunder the
security of a. bill of sale,' if he is not to
be protected against any claims -which
mnight be made against the grantor. The
Attorney General says wiges shall come
first. Last year the Attorney General
said that wages might be regarded very
mnuch the same as rent. 'in the matter of
rent everyone knows exacetly what the
tenant is paying. it might he i.0s. a week,
for a cottage, or ii might be ;E1 a week for
a. better house, hilt it cannot be very mtteh
in the aggregate. But it is totally different
where wages are concerned. The manl who
has house property to let is protected
so far as his rent is concerned. but wht'y?
It is not in order that he may be certain
of g-etting his rent, but that people wvith-
out money may get occupancy of a house.
The law protects the landlord in order
that Ilie landlord aiav allow the tenant to
take possession without demuanding the
rent in advance, as hie would assuredly
do if lie were not protected and had no~t
the first claim against the goods upon his
properly. This provision is entirelyv fav-
ourable to those -who work. The worker
is often out of a, job for a time and cannot
pay his renit promptl ,y. The workers of
this city, who Were onl strike recently,
were advised by the Trades H~alI authori-
ties nlot to pay their rent. I dare say the
rent would be the last thing they would
pay, seeing that it is secured under thle
law, and] that the tenant is soire of being
allowed to reuiain in possession of his
homec for a considerable time,' so long as
the value of thle furniture is sufficient to
cover Cte rent due. But when it comes to
a matter of protecting wages uinder a bill
of sale, it would be impossible to lend
uinder this handy form of security which
has done much To enable men to be kept
in emlp1Oloent a9nd weaces to he paid.
The Timber Workers' Co-operative Soci-
ety recentl 'y published their bliice-sheet,
which showed that they had borrowed
money with which to erect mills and es-
tablish their works. What -would they
have done if they could not have given

their mills as security for the money bor-
rowed ? If. as the Attorney General
wishes to provide, the wages ini a case of
this sort could becomne a first claim, the
position would be that with hundreds of
mfen working there, and wages overdue for
a few weeks, the security of the man who
lent the mloney for the erection of the
mills would be gone. Would that be fair
or right, or in the interests of the worker?
Con thle A'ttorney General cite a cae in
which wages hove been lost because of
seizure under a bill of sate? floes he
know of a ease in which the security has
been realised and the property of the em-
ployer broken Up? I venture to say he
does not. If the Attorne y General wishes
Wages to conic first; I would like to know
what will become of the mortgage. over
real estate, 'Will the Minister advocate
this for a mtoment? Not he. He will not
advocate Iial wages shall come before the
mortgages of the Agricultural Bank. Re-
cently ] was approachled by a manl who
did some clearing for a borrower fromi
the Agricultural Bank, for which hie was
not Paid. Thle property fell into the
hands of thle bank, who sold it, and the
man had to go without his monev. Will
the Attorney General say that he will pt
tile two millions of mo~ney advanced by
the Agicultural Bank in jeopardly, as he
would he doing, if the borrowers froni
that instibtion, which1 is exceedingly
liberal, had a righlt to emnploy men wher-
ever they pleased about thie c!ountry, giv-
ing to them the right to get their wages,
even against thle bank which advanced
the money. if the Attorney Gleneral is
sitnere, hie will see that the man who coni-
plained 10 me is paid, notwithstanding
that the bank hand already advanced]
thle money for tile work to the owner of
thle property. We cannot discriminate be-
tween one formn of security and another.
The Attorney General's contention is
childish and] absolutely wrong. Why pro-
ted tilie landowner, the man wvho lends
mnone ,y onf mortgage over land and ref use
to protect thie man who lends money
onl mortgage over a timuber mill o r
other movable goods? The suggestion is
illog-ical and wrong from the point of
view of the wyorker. At any rate, if the
Attorney General wishes to do the one,
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lie must certainly attempt to do the other.
Probably the greatest sin cormit~ed by
thle Governmentl has been in connection
with the destruction of security. The
security of land and security of any
kind is not. worth as mutch as it. was be-
cause of these constant attacks. This mea-
sure shows what the Attorney General is
prepared to do. Whether it he wise or
unwise, the Government do not seem to
care so iong- as they can throw dust in
the eyes, of the worker and make him be-
lievc they are seeking to protect him and
thiti all who object are willing that he
should be deprived of his wages. As a
inatter of fact, experience does tiot justify
tile incelusion of this clause in the Bill;
neither does experience demand of the At-
oriiev General that. hie shall attack securi-
ties on every possible occasion. What we
want is opportunity to the people, and
the broadest possible opportunity at that.
in a producing country like this the peo-
ie must lie borrowers, and they ought to

be able to borrow on the most favourable
market. Bit t his cannot be ]oiie satis-
factority if the personal element is to
count for so ritich, as tmost assuredly it
will if this Bill is passed. Only very well
known peopile of undoubted repute will
lie able to borro-w at aill onl anything which
is movable, arid this, of course, is what
we should gtiard against. W~e want to give
all enterprising and energetic people,
who wish to start a saw mill or pitt ma-
ehiiiiry on a mine, or do the hundred and(
one other t hings wicli provide emlploy-
iticrt, the opportunity' to do (lie work which
is so much needed. There is a provision
whi-i protects the departmniit for the ad-
vanice of seed wheat and fertiliser. This
was included inl last year's Bill and it is
a good provision. But there is something
which mnight very well be objected to in
thie provitsion made lby the Mintister, He
takes special precautioii inl regard to the
bill ot' sate granted to the 'Minister for
Agricultutre, or rmy otlicer of the Depart-
merit of Ag_-ricuiltu1re. The Department
oif Airiculture is to trade bilt the '1Jiini-
sler is not to lie considered an ordinary
trader. fle is to be exempted from the
ordinary conditions, and why - This apu-
plies to :iny bill of sale given. It m~ighit
hie for stock, or machinerly, or anything.

Tire i'linistcr is not to be considered an
ordinary trader athotrgh he is enagaged.
in ordinary enterprises. Can the Minister
justify this discrimination uinder a bill
of sale? Of course lie cannot. There is
no suggestion of reasonableness in the
p~rolposal. I know riow this provision
found a place in the Bill. The Minister
for Agricoiture receives assignments of
growing crops from mniy farmers, and
lire issues orders or perinits to storekeepers
to sup ply goods, and at the end of the
season hie gems the proceeds of thre crops
and divides the money amnong those who
tave given credit.

TLie Attorney General :Its not that a
gyood thing?

Hon. J. MINTCHELL: I daresay ii is; at
ainy ratle it. sits the farmer, tile merchant,
arid the storekeeper, to sonic extent, hut
it is nut altogether satisfactory ini every
ease. Thre M~inister tinids no motney; he
siniply acts as trustee for the creditors
inl thre estate. I dare say it does some
amount of good, beeciuse it enables the
farmner to obtain credit-, wicih lie othier-
wise would probably not get. I can un-
dicrsanut that it is very doubtful secutrity,
and it should lie Strcngtliemied if suchl is
possible under this mecasure, hot nut in the
Iiiltner' proprosed.

The Atrorney General: Inl which way?

Ron. J1. 11'iCHELL :Thle Attorney
General seemns to have exceeded the riced
ot? the srecial transactions to wich I have
referred, when lie tmakes provision for
any bill of sale granted by the AIMinister
for A grirnilt ore before or after thre passing
of this. nica imre. lie does not refer only
to seed and fertiliser suipplied lo farmers,
lit in a irt hrlini inl connlection withI which
the Minlister mar take a bitt of sale. I
hope I Ie Attlorriey letreral will amend
this clause because 1 cannot believe lie
think-s it- necessary that ttie State trading
departments should be puit onl a different
footings Thorn tile ordiniary trader. I do
not thtink the Attorre v General will ask
this Hou1se to legislate to make such a
discrinrination. and I hope that if the pro-
tmRsal has been introdticed into this Bill
in error, lie will rectify it. There are
nraitv% siialt amendments, particularly in
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connection with the registration of Bills
of sate, that need to be considered. The
Attorney General seeks to alter the Bill
in some very important details, details
that to my mind are important to all en-
gaged in trade. I think we should be very
careful to afford the fullest measure of
lprotection to everyone and that we should
be very careful indeed, when we require
the registration of any document which
forfeits security, to see that that registra-
timi is uip to date. The Attorney Genieral
thinks it is not necessary when a bill of
sale is transferred to register the trans-
fer. 1 think that every trader in the State
would agree with me that it is necessary
that the transfer should be registered. ]t
is very necessary that the 1)eople who are
financing those who give a, bill of sale
should know Just where the creditor is to
be found, NWe caut, however, deal with
these small matters when we get into Corn-
nittee. At the same time, I cannot con-

gratulate the Attorney General upon0 the
way in which this Bill is drafted, or upon
the provisions that it contains. .1 think
ii will certainly do far more harm than
good if it is allowed to pass. It is a pity
that hon. members do not pay more atteit-
tion to important matters of this nature.
I thiiik that every hon. member should
study a Bill of this sort because it is so
far-reaching. The Attorney General may
make it possible for a bill of sale for a
small amount to be given and registered.
That ay or may not be a good
thing. There are many details which
require the closest scrutinly, but I fear
that the Bill will not get that
scrutiny which it deserves. I trust
that I le Attorney General will allow the
Comimittee stage to. be taken to-morrow.
It is not fair that a Bill of this sort should
be rushed through in a few hours, Alin-
isters have got into the habit of refusing
to reply to any criticism ii] regard to
their measures, with the result that in
Committee we have to demand the same
in rornintion all over again.

The Attorney General: It is the same
Bill as last year.

lI-on. J. MUIFTELL: It is not quite
the same Bl, but that does not matter.
We are now asked to allow this Bill of

the Attorney General to become the law
of the land. I disapprove of it myself,
and I believe that any bon. members who
go into the matter will also see that it is
heir ditty to disapprove of some of its
provisions.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

III Committee.
Mr. AcI~owatl in the Chair, the Attor-

ney General in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Aniendmeint to Section 5:
Hun. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney

General seeks to omit the words "or with-
in three days of registration." Can the
Attorney Oellerah give his reasons for
ttuis'? The words tire intended as a pro-
tect ion to the man who advances money
under a bill of sale.

The ATTrORNE,\jY GENERAL: The
object of this is simply to make clear as
to wthat is a pre-existing- debt as distinct
from what is advanced contemnporane-
ously, and contemporaneously includes
'what is advanced after the making of the
hill lip to the amnount named as tlue loan.

'Mr. S. STUBBS: Has there been any
complaint about "within three days,"
that the Minister desires to omit themt
from the present mneasure 9 The reason I
ask this is that a number of business
people carryinig on a large trade in the
country think that the three days should
he allo'wed to remainl. I would like to ask
the Attorney General why these words
should not remain in the parent Act.

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendlment is made chiefly at the instance
of the banks,, who desire that it should be
clearly defined as to what an antecedent
debt is, that is, what a prior debt covered
by the bill is, and -What is contemporane-
ously advanced. The banks have some
doub1it on the qluestion. and it is desired
to make this clear.

Mr. S. Stubbs: There are other people
biesides the banks to lie consulted in the
matter.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Of
course there are banks and their custom-
ers and their victims.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: Their victimis?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say
there are all sorts. U~ndoubtedly there
are victims. I do not say legitimate vie-
timis, lint those who unfortunately are
too much in debt and cannot recover
froml it.

M1Nr. S. STLUBBS: I' think that the
banks have not got the great grievanice
in eon nection with this matter that the
Aitorney General seemis to think. I de-
sire,' if the Committee will agree, to strike
out the proposed amendmnt and to leave
things as they were.

rTie ATTORNEY G-ENER-AL: The
lion. member can move in that direction,
bult 1. shall oppose it, because I wish to
have the Bill as perfectans possible.

flon. J1. M)ITCH EbbL: Perhaps the At-
torney General means that the three days
are not enoughi. Does this restriction
Operate against further advances tinder ai
bill of sale?

The Attorney General: There are no
restrictions Jiow.

Hfon. J. MITCHELL: What may be
argued is that a further advance must be
made within three days, whereas what
the 1-inister w.ants is that it may be made
at any convenient timte.

The Attorney General: At any con-
venient time.

Hon. J. 11ITCHELL: If that is the
effect of the amendment there would be
no objection to providing that any fur-
ther advance under a bill of sale might
be made at the convenience of the bor-
rower. But it is very strange that so
long -is re-strictions are made there has
heen, no litigation becau[se Of theml. If
it is intended] merely to extend the period
and leave the time unlimited. there should
he no objection to widening- the clause in
that way.

M~r. S. STUBBS: I am sure that the
Attorneyk Greneral is anxious that the inca-
sure now, before the Committee shall come
ant( in thne best interests of the public.
Would he allow this particular section to
remain over until the last, so that I can
make myself absoltitely conversant with
the objections of my solicitors and mner-
chiants in the country? If lie Would allow

insrme to consult some of the leading
merchants in the city, which I will do to-
morrow, I shall be much more satisfied
than I should be if the clause went
through it'i its present form.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I re-
gt that I cannot see the necessity for

Ilii. The meaning is perfectly- clear. The
old Act restricts, and it is very essential
that we should have this wider and clearer
meaning. The hon, member knows that
a bill of sale covering an antecedent debt
is void in bankruptcy withini six months
of the bankruptcy, and that for contem-
porary advanices it is good and valid.
When the sumn mentioned is the sum to
be borrowed, say £:1,000, the bor-rower
may only want £,500 to-day, £250 a month
hence, and £2,50 at a later period. All
that is now considered as a contemporary
advance, because it, is covered by the con-
sideration named in the bill of sale. There
was doubt as to what was a contemporary
advance before that-. It was the advance
within three da 'ys of the registration.
That was where the confusion arose. I
wish to remove that Confusion. That is
all. I do rlot see why we should hesitate
any longer

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: If time Attor-
iley- General is right in his contention, I
am qulite satisfied ; but I t hinkc it is very
doubtful.]i in any case, however. I am
satisfied that he will look into the matter
and make sure that what lie says is to
happen will happen.

The Attorney General: I assure yout
that that is the distinct purFpose.

Hon. J. AITCHELL: The lawyerson
this side are not here to-night, but we
shiall find our to-morrow. Mly legal know-
ledge, of course, does not julstifyv ne in
cas ting doubt onl the Attorney General's
opinion. We Onl this side, however, aire
inclined 10 doubt whether the Attorney
General has provided what bie thinks hie
has Provided.

The Attorney General: The clause is
xvorded with th at object in view.

Hon. J. MiITELL4 : I ami sure that
tlie Attorney G enerail will see the matter
ph aced beyond doubt.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 39. 4, 5--agrTeed to.
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Clause 6--Amendment of Section 8;

Mtr. R. STUBBS: In regard to this
clause, it is desired that the actual holder
of the bill of sale shall be ascertainable.
This would he effected if the word "must"
were substituted for the words "need not
in lines .3 And 4.

The ATTORNEY GENVERAL: I do
not intend to putt up a big fight on this.
As I said last session when debating the
point, a security is a good security once
it has been registered, into whosoever
bands it way temporarily come. The ob-
ject of the registration of the bill of sale
is to let the whole world know that there
is a claim on whatever is covered by the
bill of sale, and the name of the holder
for the time being does not make the in-
strumnent more a security or less a se-
curit ,v. The bill of sale is always simply

arceognised preferential claim on the
goost0 the debtor, and all creditors have

their full warning-. Once the bill of sale
is registered. the instrument is held tip as
a wvarniitg to aill other creditors or in-
tending creditors. What more is wranted
than that?

Mr. S. STUTBBS: My. point is that a
man ii'lio has given a bill of sale to a
person for consideration may, if hie is a
rogue, get some third person to take an
assignmnent or all the interest in that bill
of sale. Thi' other creditors mighit, I sup-
pose. find the mioney and btty off that
third person; but suppose they' have iiot
the money 9 A swindle mnight be worked
b)y the transfer to a (hlird person for half
the value of the goods covered by the bill
of sale.

The Attorney General : I do not know
that that would lie a swindle. A man can
sacrifle-e his security if hie wants to do so.

Mr. S. STUBBS: But hie should not
be permitted to do so to the detriment of
other creditors. I do not know that the
Attorney General quite sees my point, but
tlie business people along the Great
Sottthern Railway are with me. There
can he no valid objection to the purchaser
of a bill of sale having his name regis-
tered.

Hon. J. MWITCHELL: The Attorney
General should, I think, agree to the sug-
gested amendmvent. The name of the
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holder of a bill of sale ought to be known.
Mr. Dwyer: We made an amendment

to that effect. here last year, and the Up-
per House threw it out.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not think
so. The Attorney General has simply put
up a re-print of the old BiIl

Mr. Dwyer :I remiember distinctly
that this Committee amended the Bi l
in that direction, and that the Upper
Rouse rejected the amendment.

]Ron. J. MITCHELL: Then we are
putting utp a fight for the Attorney
General against the 'Upper House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
the member for Perth (Mr. Dwyer) has
said is quite correct. The only objection
I see to the suggested amendment is,
that it multiplies the duties of those
who hold these securities. The adoption
of the amendment wilt cause risks to be
run in complying with formalities de-
manded by the Act, which formalities
miay be forgotten or neglected, and so
unnecessary litigation may be caused. A
security once given and once registered
stands good into whosoever holding it may
comne ; and I do not see that any special
advantage is gained by multiplication
of registration, if it is. only registration
of the sanin security, no fresh burden
being placed on the property and no
burden being removed from the property.

Hon. J1 MITCHEMLL: A good deal
depends ont whether a bill of sale is held
by a friendly creditor or by an unfriendly
creditor, by a man. who wilt do the right
thing or by one wrho will look out only
for himself.

The ATCTORNKEY GENERAL: Let
theo member for Wagin (Air. S. Stubhs)
move the amendm-tent.

Mr. S. STIUBS :I move as an amiend.
mient-

That in lines 3 and 4 the words
"need not " be struck out, and " shell"

inserted in lien.
Mr. DJWYER:, I take on this occasion

the same view- as I took when the Bill
was previously before us. L consider
that the transfer or assignmnent of a
registered bill of sale ought to be regis-
tered, for the reason that people fre-
quently mnake use of dumimies for the
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purpose of lending money, their own
names not appearing in the transaction
at all. If the subsequent transfer from
the dumnmy need not be registered, then
the names of such persons will never
appear. Therefore, the principle even
of the Moneylenders Act, now on the
statute book, will be defeated. A transfer
under such circumstances should cer-
tainly be disclosed so that the person
who owes money should be able to say
this person is my creditor, or that person
is my creditor. The registration of a
transfer at the present time need not be
effected. Apparently there has been
some doubt as to whether it should or
should not he registered, hence the reason
for this clause. In most eases it is regis.
tered. Iii every case a bill of sale
transfer ought to be registered so that
the borrower might have an idea who
the person is to whomn lie should pay
the amnount duo, and also so that secret
money lending now indulged i by some
persons might be done openly or not at
all.

Amendment put and passed ;the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 7 to ] 6-agreed to.
Clause l7-Arnendment of Section 18,

Bills of Sale Amnendment Act, 1900:;
Hon. J. 1ITCHELL: I object to the

final words of Paragraph (b), which read
"or to anty bill of sale granted before or

after the connenceinient of this Act to
the Minister for Agriculture or any
officer of the Department of Agriculture."
This gives the Minister special advantage
over other people.

The Attorney General : It only vai.
dates securities now outstanding.

Hon. J. MTCHELL:. Probably the
Attorney General is not conversant with
wrhat is going on. I could niot support
the Minister or any one else hiaving such
special protection. The Minister merely
acts as trustee for the people, and I object
to preferential security being granted to
him. The Mlinister should rank with
other people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
have securities now outstanding which
put the Minister for Agriculture practi.
cally in the position described by the heon,
member as trustee for all. There are

undoubtedly men who would have to
leave their holdings to-day if it were not
for the assistance the Agriculture De-
partment has rendered.

Mr. S. Stubbs: And the storekeepers,
too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not depreciating the value of the store-
keeper to the settler. No doubt many
are making great sacrifices, and m-any
have had to faUl in consequence of the
assistance to the settlers, but store-
keepers are more likely to fall and less
likely to get justice if the Agricultural
Department does net take up the position
it is now taking up of guaranteeing to
all creditors a distribution of the pro-
ducts, of the soil fromi the assistance
rendered. The Agriculitural Department
is now seeinig that every creditor gets at
least a fair proportion fromn the realisa-
tion of the crop.

Mr. S. Stubbs: I have been doing it
for the last two years in dozens of cases.

The ATTOR.NE Y GENERAL:; I am
pleased to know the hon. member has
been doing it. This Biln grants to the
Agricultural Department the validity of
these securities they have already taken,
and also grants the Department the right
to continue taking them.

Mr. Wisdom : Without notice.
The ATCTORNEY GENERAL:- Quite

so. The mnember for Northamn objects
to the Crown having any preference in
an event like that, but it is preference
for the protection of the interests of all
concerned.

Mr. S. STUBBS : Fer the information
of miemibers I might state that three or
four years ago when bad seasons set in
and the obligat-ions th0 farmers entered
into had been fairly heavy, in many
instances they were unable to mneet their
obligations. Storekeepers went to their
rescue, and in the second year renewed
their paper, and very often guaranteed
the fertiliser account and supplied them
wvith seed wheat. N\ot only that, but
they had to keep the men and their
families for the whole year. About two
yea~rs ago may firm. and a good many
others adopted the course of getting a
lien over the cr01), and the present Act
makes it compulsory to give 14 days'
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notice before you can register a lien over
a crop. Directly that notice appeared
in the Gazette we had Perth merchants,
who were owed money by these par-
ticular persons, inundating us with
caveats, and we had then either to with-
draw our liens or else undertake, to share
pro rata, with those persons who had
lodged the caveats. That was all right
up to a certain point, but we considered,
as does the Minister for Agriculture, that
if we were providing the necessary
materials for the merchants who have
boon owed money for two years. it was
only right that the persons supplying
the seed wheat and manure and stores'
should ho protected up to the hilt for
the amounit of those stores supplied
during the growing of a crop. In other
words, the other creditors should not
claim one penny until the value of the
seed wheat, fertilisers, and stores sup-
plied in that first year was paid. I
want the Attorney General to agree to
the addition at the end of the paragraph
of the following words:

Or to any merchant or storekeeper
for general stores and farm requisites
supplied to the grantee prior to the
commencement of any cr01).

If the Minister had net supplied wheat
and fertiliser scores of farmers would
not have been able to put in crops at all,
and my security would have been iii
jeopardy ;therefore I. have no objection
to the Crown being paid first where the
Crown has suplied the seed and manure.

Mr. DWYER: Tho amondmnent suig-
gested by the lien. mnomber would have
very (ar-reaching consequeces. The am-
ending Act of 1906 was introduced at
the unanimous request of all the mer-
chants. They asked that Western Aus-
tralia should ho placed in the same
favourable position as Victoria in the
matter of loans required, that wvhen a
person desired to pledge any of his goods
the general public should know, so that,
if desirable, a caveat could be lodged
against the pledging of such goods. The
proposed amendment outs at the root
p~rinciple of the Act of 1006. Thie Bill
places certain restrictions upon that Act.
It is to be confined to, first of all, secuiri-
ties for the supply of fertilisers, bags and

twine, and, secondly, securities for the
payment of money by the Minister for
Agriculture made before or after the
commencement of the Act. The Minister
of Agriculture acts as the guardian of
all settlers, and in the interests of the
creditors as well. The new provision will
allow the Minister to register his bill of
sale without notice to outside creditors
of the borrower of the money. The
same protection is given to those who
lend for manuire or seed wheat. But
to enlarge the scope of the provision in
the manner suggested would be to give
the same right to all storekeepers, and
it must be remembered that there is
scarcely a merchant in Perth who could
not demand the same right. Why, it
might as well be said that this clause is
for the repeal of the Act of 1906.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Under the clause
the Minister will not be required to give
notice at all.

The Attorney General: That is the
object of it.

Mr. S. Stubbs : The private store-
keeper would not know anything about
the Minister having a bill of sale.

The Attorney General : Not if it was
over a growing crop.

Hon. J.- MITCHELL:; The provision
will give the Minister a distinct advan-
tage. His trade will be in a better posi-
tion than that of anybody else.

Mr. S. Stubbs : I might supply a man
with goods, not knowing of the registra-
tion of his bill of sale.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Thle Minister
is to get a preference wvith every bill of
sale. The -Minister is in the position of
an ordinary trader when hie acts as
trustee for certain traders. When. the
storekeeper seeks to take a bill of sale
hie lust give notice.

Mr. Dwyer : The Minister for Agricul-
ture is not a trader.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister
acts as a sort of agent for the store-
keeper, taking a bill of sale from the
farmer, looking after the crop, selling it,
and paving the storekeeper. The only
advantage is that he can act for half a
dozen creditors, and so save the farmner
giving half a dozen bills of sale- The
member for Wagin is right when hie says
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that all ought to be put in the same
position as the Minister. The only legiti.
mate argument in favour of the Minister
having a special advantage is that he is
doing a work which could not be done
by anybody else. The clause refers to
any bill of sale which the Minister may
take at any time over anything.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : If hion.
members wvill turn to the Act of 1900
they will get a clearer idea of the purpose
of this amendment. Section 18 reads as
follows;

Sections 3 to I3 inclusive of this Act
shiall not apply to any bill of sale of
wool or stock, separately or combined,
on any station, made berm fide for
valuable consideration.

And we simply add these words after the
word " consideration "

or to any bill of sale granted before or
after the commencement of this Act
to any person over crops sown or grow-
ing upon or about to be sown in or
grown upon the land mentioned in the
bill of sale, such bill of sale being
granted to secure payment of the
purchase money of seed, fertilisers,
bags or twine for use by the grantor in
putting in, taking off and harvesting
such crops, or to any bill of sale
granted before or after the commence-
ment of this Act to the Minister for
Agriculture or any officer of thle De-
lpartinent of Agriculture.

It simply enlarges Section 18 of the Act of
1006. But it wvould be very unsafe to
make any further extensions and to
deprive all bills of sale of tlie application
of Sections 3 to 13 of the 1906 Act. The
objections raised to the clause seem to
cast an imputation on the Minister for
Agriculture.

Heln. J. Mitchell :No, no0.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If you
can trust the Minister for Agriculture in
the work lio is doing, hoe can bc trusted
with the holding of these bills of sale as
the guardian, as the member for Perth
has put it, not only of the settler but of
the creditors.

Mr. S. Stubbsa: I contend that I should
know of the bill of sale.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
lion. gentlemen were the only one to

wvhom, the operation of the measure wvas
to be extended, I might be inclined to
agree to the addition, but if I include the
hon. member I must include all classes
of storekeepers, and there would be no
earthly good in having the Act of 1006
upon the statute-book. 'We mcrely pro-
pose to put the settler on the same
footing as the squatter. The pastoralist
can dispense with notice in regard to his
wool and his stock, and we say the farmer
shall have the sme privilege in regard
to his crops about to he sold ;and we
have added further that it shall not be
necessary for the Minister for Agriculture
to give notice or be bound by the for-
malities of the Act of 1906.

Mr. WISDOM: Does the absence of
necessity to give notice apply to articles
other than crops and stock?

The Attorney General : It is not so
wide.

-Mr. WISDOM : If the Minister requires
this preference only for crops and stock,
lie has it without this special reference,
because he comies under the ordinary
privilege given to any other holder of
a bill of sale over these commodities.
By adding it in this way, it seems that
a bill of sale might apply to any comn-
modity, and people fear that the inmister
will 1)0 enabled to get behind creditors
and have his bill of sale registered before
they know anything about it. It might
be fair for the Minister to take this rightb
over crop and stock ;but the danger
is that hie is taking the right in regard to
other things.

The Attorney General :It is thle
Minister acting as the Minister for Agri-
culture.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I suggest that
we insert anl amendment restricting the
Minister's bill of sale to the purposes
set out in the clause.

The ATTOIRNEY GENERAL : 1. sug-
gest that we insert after " granted " thle
words " in aid of agriculturists."

Mr. Wisdom : That would include
agricultural implements or furniture.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ilo b-
joct to the Minister for Agriculture being
bound to fertiliser, bags and twine and
such things. He gives greater aid in,
assisting the settler to get his first and
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second crop started. He might even
advance him his implements from the
Government works.

Mir. Wisdom:- But why should hie
have preference over the others ?

Mr. Dwyer: Because he is not ant
ordinary trader ?

Mr. Wisdom: Ho is ;he is selling
implements.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He is
, not an ordinary individual seeking to
sell as soon as he can. He takes the bill
of sale as much for the protection of
the mnan who borrows as for his own
protection, and for the protection of
oilier creditors. The Minister stands
in a position outside that of other credi-
tors. There is not the individual interest
in his case. His attitude is one of help-
fulness ; there is no aim to mnake money,
and no greed at the root of it.

Mr. Wisdom : He is a trader all the
same.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes,
hut the purposes of the trading are quite
distinct.

Mir. DWYER: The primary object of
a trader is to make a profit and his
secondary object may be to further the
interests of the agriculturists, but the
primary object of the Minister is not
to farther his own interests, but those
of the aaricultutrists who are in difficul-
ties. Therefore, hie should be placed on
a better footing than tim ordinary trader.

Mr. BROUN: The main objection to
the Bill is that it allows the Minister
to take out a bill of sale 'without giving
due notice. During the time the Minister
is taking out the bill of sale, a storekeeper
may mnake advances to the settler, and
hie would not know of the Minister's
intention. The Minister should give the
same notice as anyv other creditor.

The Attorney Genieral: Any one can
find out by searching.

Mr. BROUTN: Then they would be
searching every day of their lives.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I quite realise
that the Minister for Agriculture needs to
beprotected as far as possible when supply-
ing commodities to enable a settler to
grow a crop, but I cannot understand
why the Minister should have preference
when hie is mnerely securing a storekeeper.

The Attorney General should do what
is fair by all the storekeepers, whether
they are supplying the settler by per-
mission of the Minister or direct. If this
clause is passed, storekeepers who use.
the Minister as their agent will have aix
advantage over those who deal only
'with the farmer) and this is unfair.

Mr. WISDOM: This clause will have.
a mnore far-reaching effect than hon-
members believe. What 'will become of
the man who gives credit to tIhe farmer,
when the Minister for Agriculture can,
got behind him and leave him without
any opportunity to lodge an objection ?

The Attorney General: He objects to
the Minister getting before him.

Mr. WISDOM ; This clause will curtail
the credit of the farmer considerably,
and he will have greater difficulties to,
get his supplies fromi the merchant, who.
will be chary of giving credit to thoe
who most need it.

Mr. S. STUBBS: The Minister over-
looks the fact that -while the Minister for
Agriculture is getting his bill of sale regis-
tered, the farmier might go to a store-
keeper and obtain £50 worth of material,
leading him to believe that he will be
paid out of the proceeds of the crop-
The Minister should not be able to register
a bill of sale unknown to the public.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 18-Bills of sale void against.

claims for wages:-
Hon. J. MITCHELL:- This clause

eirbracesa great principle and the Minister
should agree to report progress.

The Attorney General: We passed it
last year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:. I must protest
against this clause. This does not impose
any limit in regard to wages. Whether,
a mortgage-is over real property or not,
no protection is afforded to the worker,
In the case of the Government Savings
Bank, men have lost their wages, because
the owner of land, although he drew
the money out of the bank, has failed
to pay them. On the other hand the man
who advances money under a bill of sale
has no chance of knowing -whether a
worker is allowing his wages to mount
up, or not. Again, it may be that a bill
of sale is over a flour mill, and that the
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man who gives the money only knows
that the owner is liable as to that bus-
iness. But the owner 'nay be engaged
in some speculative mining venture, and
may be incurring wages to a tremendous
extent, which wages might have a prior
claim to that of the mian who advanced
the money. Every worker who, gives
a bill of sale can ascertain that a bill of
sale is given, and having ascertained that
can dem and his wages weekly. The inian
who advances under a bill of sale, how.
ever, cannot find out fromt the workers
employed what is owing to them, anid it
is often possible that he would not know
where these men are employed. If there
is the slightest suspicion that the em-
ployer cannot pay his wages, the worker
should get his wages from week to week.
Because tho Attorney General says " You
can have the wages first," it does not
follow that he is doing any good. The
man who is entitled to wages is entitled
to the opportunity to work, and the
opportunity to borrow is of the utmost
importance to the roan who wants the
opportunity to work. By this clause
the Attorney General will injure the
small man. Does lie approach a drastic
change of this sort lightly ? It will not
do the workers any good, and may do
them a- lot of hiarmt. It has to be seen
to that we do not run a steam roller
over the whole of the commuifty, simply
in order that wve may include in this Bill
some advantage which is certainly not
to be found there. I do not know what
possessed the Attorney Geoneral to include
this clause. If lie says, however, that
he will put it forward with a limaitation.
it is quite another matter. If lie limits
thbe wages to the work in connection with
the industry for which the bill of sale
rests, that will be all right. But to
make t-he wvages, no matter where they
are earned, or where the workers are
located, the liability akainst the hill of
sale over seine special property, situated
as it would he in most cases in sonic
township or other, would be a great
mistake.

Mr. S. STUJBBS : 'The object of pro-
tecting the labourer is a worthy one, but
this clause would defeat the Minister's
object if hie insists on its going through

in its present form. A farmer desirous
of improving his holding may be unable to
raise further money, and if he applies to
the storekeeper or the merchant for an
advance on the security of his machinery,
the storekeeper or merchant would be
foolish to make the advance if this clause
were adopted in its present 'form, because
ant unscrupulous employer, wishing to
work a point, could at any timne say to
the wage earlier, "I cannot pay you;
you had better look to the storekeeper,
who is the holder of a bill of sale over my
machinery, for your money." If the
Minister would agree to a limit of one
mnonth's wvages-

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: That is what the
clause intends.

Mr. S. STUBB31S: Not according to
my reading of it. Under this clause, if
3 months' or 6 months' wages were owing
the holder of the bill of sale would be
liable for the whole amount.

Mr, B3. J. STUBBS : The member for
Northarn (Hon, J. MHitchiell) has clearly
demtonstrated that he has little know.
ledge of the great amiount of trouble
to whieh a number of workmen are put
to secure their wages, and no knowledge
of the fact that many workmen lose a
considerable proportion of their wages
by reason of their employers giving bills of
sale, under wvhich such employers' goods
anid chattles are seized, while the work-
Men arc left lamenting.

Mr. S. Stubbs : Is that in the City
or i the country?

Mir. B. J. STUBBS:- I refer to artisans
employed in the City, and I sp~eak from
experience.

Mr. Wisdoml: Quote instances.
Mr. B. J'. STUJBBS : Mlany employ03ers.

carry on business with capital Wirhi
really represents wages they should have
paid to their employees.

Air, S. .Stubbs: That is very far-
fete lied.,

Air, Wisdomn: Glive uts a concrete in-
stalnce.

Air. B., J. STUBBS: I do tiet intend
to give mnmes.

Nir. Wisdomi: It is a cowvardly c harge.
Yr. 1.. J. S11'IBBS: ln the ease of an

emplloyer of in'v own, we had to continu-
ally chase himn to obtain paymiemt of
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wages. Artisans in the building trade to-
day van recount similar experience.

Air. Wisdom: You are making ai
charge. Prove it.

M.r. B. J1. STUBBS: I say thiat such
practices are v'e' jprevalent, and( that
sometinrg ought to be done to protect
those who work for their living and have
nothing hut their weekly wage to main-
tain themselves and very' often wives and
families ats well. wisab to express ray
surprise at the fact that an.% lion. men,-

her should rise in this Chamber for the
pur-pose of objecting to a workman's
"aes being protected for a period of
one month.

Mr. S. Stubbs: By this clause you are
making it harder for him to earn w'age s.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is absurd.
Every time we try to benefit the worker
we are told that we are making things
worse for him.

Mir. S. -Stubbs: This clause is without
a limit.

Air. B. J1. STUJBBS: [ am acceptin~g
what tihe Attorney General has stated,
that thle clause is intended to be limited
to one month.

M~r. S. Stubbs: That is not correct.
Nt Wisdom: Have another look at

the clause.
lir. B. J1. STUBBS: The Attorney

General hans stated that. If the drafting
of tire clause is so careless--

U~r. S. Stubbs: That has been my
l-, iit all alonrg.

The CHAI~rMAN: Order ! The 111m-
her for Subiaco is addressirng the Chair.

Mri. B. J. STUI3BS: The member for
Wagin (Mr. S. Stubhs) did not make it
clear to me, at anf* rate, that he would
have no objection to the clause if its
operation were limited to one month.
TIhe lion. member sp~oke against thne gen-
eal principle of this provision. A work-
man111s wvages should always be secured to
him.

Air. S. Stuhhs: We dto not object to
that.

Mr. DWYER: T am glad to hear the
lion. member say that lie does not object
to wages being a first call upon the
assets of any firm or company, because
if the lion, member admits that principle
he will agree to this clause. The member

for Claremont challenged the member for
Subiaco to (quote a specific instance show-
ing that wages men had been worsted so
far as the payment of wvages was con-
cerned, by the holder of a bill of sale.
There is one ease which was quoted
last year, the case of a man who
kept a cafe in Perth and over
whose goods was a bill of sale. He
rad, a number of unfortunate em-
ployees who allowed their wages to run
on. He made various excuses to them,
and when a large amount was owing, the
holder of the bill of sale seized every-
thing and tire employees were left lament-
inig. Sonmc protection should be ex-
tended to workmen under a bill of sale, as
it is extended to other emp~loyees tinder
the bankruptcy laws. The Attorney
General said on a previous occasion that
lie wvould have rio objection to a reason-
able limit, and T ami sure if it. is suggested
it will be agreed to.

A~r. WISnOAr: I am glad to know
that menibers opposite are willing to ac-
cept a reasonable amendment. Person-
ally I do not think there should be an
amecndnient.

Air. Dwyer: YOU would like to rip out
the clause altogether.

Air. W'JSDOM : I challenged the mem-
ber for Suhiaco to give an instance of
workmen having been done out of their
wages, and the member for Perth quoted
thre ease of the keeper of a cafe. I call
that foolishiness because the employees
allowed I he employer to do them out
of their wages. The whole effect of this
aniendient is to makte securities value-
less, It seems to me that the wvhiole policy
of the Government, or a large part of it,
has been to kill securities. They are
giving preference to thre Glovernment to
1o behind ordinary creditors, and now
they are going to give unlimited prefer-
ence over wages which will make a secu-
rity valueless.

Mr. Dwyer: The speculator and money
lender must not benefit at the expense of
I hie wvage-earner.

Mfr. WISDOMT: The Government are
going the proper way about preventing
anyone lending money on a bill of sale.
What reasonable man with money to in-
ves~t would lend money on a bill of sale
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winder such conditions as thesei If mem-
bers opposite went deeper into the mat-
ter they would find that wye were wore
-concerned than they are about the work-
ing mall. The wvorking man was a jolly
sight better off tinder thre Liberal Ooverrj-
inent than lie is to-day.

Mr. 13. J1. Stubbs: You cannot convince
him.

Mr. W]SDOML: I move as an amend-
ment-

1hat the following words be added
to the clause :-"Provided that thre maxi-
mnum amount which can be claimed for
wages shall be an amount equal to one
fortnight's wages."
Thre Attorney General: I will agree to

,one monoth.

11r. WIlSDOM.% : Very well, one month.
Amendinet altered accordingly.
fir. ilAIIPER: From the remarks of

the members for Subinco and for Perth,
one would think the wage -earlier had no
brains, and that lie had been victimised

vn manyv occasions. Tine more these mat-
ters are interfered with, the less oppor-
tuinity there will he for the trades people
to give employment to the workers.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended ag reed to.

Clauses 19, 20-agreed to.
Schedules, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported withI amendments.

Hfouise adjourned at 11.4 p.

leuisAlattve Council,
lWednesday, 29th July, 1914.

Bills: Registration of Births, Dewns,
riages Act, Amendment, 3iR.

Road Closure, Corn.
Melille Trahiways 2a1., Coat.
Breand Act Amendment, 2R1.

Adjournmenat, special

and liar-
Page.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

BiLt-EISTRATJON OF BIRTHS,
DEATHS. AM) MARRIAGES ACT
All ENI)MEXT'.

Read a third time and transmitted to
thre Legislative Assembly.

BILLrROAD CLOSURE.
In Comnmittee.

Hon. WV. Kingsmill in the Chair; ( lie
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Schedule:
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Have the Gov-

ernment had application from Woodanil-
ling for the closing of a road separating
the recreation ground from some addi-
tional land which thle Government agreed
to throw into itl I will not endeavour to
get this inserted in the Present Bill. but
I would like to kniowt whether it has been
considered and it so. why it was not iii-
cluded.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have no knowledge of the matter, It
does not cone w itin mfy departitiet

H~on. J. F. CULLEN: I cannot expect
lie Minister to ag-ree to an amendment

off-hand, but ] regret. that the road was
niot inclutded. I hopc Chlat before the next
Bill of this kind is brought in, considera-
tion will be asked and obtained for the
closing of this road.

Sehledule put and passed.
'ritle-g-reed to.
Bill reported withbout, amendmient, and

the report adopted.
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